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Abstract -  Summary 
 

B EST  Even t s  on  Edu ca t i on  a r e  t h e  fundamen t a l  bu i l d i n g  b l o c k s  o f  t h e  
edu ca t i ona l  p r og ramme  o f  t h e  Boa rd  o f  Eu ropean  S t uden t s  o f  Te chno l ogy  
( BEST ) .  The se  e ven t s ,  c ommon l y  r e fe r r ed  t o  a s  “ Sympos i a ”,  u su a l l y  l a s t  f o r  
a  week  and  ga t h e r  twen t y  t o  t h i r t y  s t uden t s  f r om  d i f f e r en t  pa r t s  o f  Eu r ope  
t o  d i s c u s s  edu ca t i ona l  ma t t e r s .  

 
A  Sympos i um  con s i s t s  o f  d a i l y  l e c t u r e s ,  wh i ch  a r e  g i v en  by  p r o fe s so r s  o r  

o t h e r  p r o fe s s i on a l s  wo r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  d i s cu s sed  t h eme ,  t h en  fo l l owed  
by  d i s cu s s i on  g r oup s  whe r e  ea ch  t op i c  i s  h and l ed  f r om  va r i ou s  a spe c t s  i n  
o r de r  t o  b r i n g  u p  t he  d i f f e r en t  v i ews  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s .  The  c on c l u s i on s  
and  r e su l t s  o f  t h e se  d i s cu s s i on s  a r e  t h en  ga th e r ed  and  summed  up  i n t o  
r epo r t s  wh i ch  p r e sen t  t h e  op i n i on s  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  and  o f f e r  h i n t s  o r  
p r opo sa l s  on  wha t  k i n d  o f  deve l opmen t  and /o r  imp rovemen t  c ou l d  be  made  
c on ce rn i ng  t h e  t op i c  a t  h and .  Su ch  r epo r t s  a r e  c on sequen t l y  f o rwa rd ed  t o  
t he  i n t e r e s t ed  s t a keho l de r s  i n  edu ca t i on ,  o r  d i r e c t l y  p r e s en t ed  by  BEST  
membe r s  i n  edu ca t i on a l - r e l a t ed  c on fe r en ce s  a r ound  Eu r ope .  

 
The se  l a s t  ye a r s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b een  a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  o r i en t a t i o n  o f  Eu ropean  

Eng i n ee r i n g  Edu ca t i on .  Deve l op i n g  a  n ew  way  o f  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  edu ca t i on a l  
p r o ce s s  a s  a  c oope ra t i ve  p r o ce s s  o f  t h e  t e a che r s  and  s t u den t s ,  a  p ro c e s s  i n  
wh i ch  a l l  p a r t i c i p an t s  a r e  c r ea t i n g  s ome th i n g  n ew  and  i n  wh i ch  eve r y body  i s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  be came  a  cha l l e ng i n g  t a s k  t o  a  l o t  o f  edu ca t i on  r e l a t e d  peop l e .  
A c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  me thods  appea r ed  t o  be  p r e f e r r ed  f r om  bo th  s t u den t s  and  
t e a che r s  and  t he i r  d e ve l opmen t  and  app l i c a t i on  i n c r ea sed  i n  t h e  l a s t  y ea r s .  
E - l e a r n i n g  me thods  c omp l e t e  t h a t  n ew  i n t e ra c t i ve  and  w i t h  n o  doub t  mo re  
e f f e c t i v e  way  o f  t ea ch i n g .  Re sea r ch  c l e a r l y  su ppo r t s  t h e  w i de l y  a c c ep t e d  
p r opo s i t i o n  t h a t  s t uden t s  n eed  t o  d o  m o re  t h an  j u s t  l i s t en  t o  l e a r n  -  t e l l i n g  
i s  n o t  t e ach i n g .  When  u s i n g  a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  s t u den t s  a r e  e ngaged  i n  mo re  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h an  j u s t  l i s t e n i n g .  They  a r e  i n vo l ved  i n  d i a l og ,  d eba t e ,  w r i t i n g ,  
and  p r ob l em  so l v i n g ,  a s  we l l  a s  h i gh e r - o r de r  t h i n k i n g ,  e . g .,  an a l y s i s ,  
s y n th e s i s ,  e va l u a t i on .  
 

B EST  o r gan i z e d  a  Sympos i um  i n  Bu cha r e s t  unde r  t h e  t op i c  “ V i r t u a l  
Mob i l i t y  –  The  edu ca t i on a l  c ha l l e nge  o f  t h e  fu tu r e ”.  The  f i r s t  two  day s  we re  
ded i c a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  ReVE  when  s t u den t s  wo r ked  on  t h e  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y.  
Th e  l a s t  d ay,  t h e  Thema t i c  Ne two r k  E IE -Su r veyo r  p r e sen ted  t h e i r  p r o j e c t  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s .   I n  t h i s  p ape r  we  p r e sen t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  
s t uden t s  ga t h e r ed  fo r  a  week  i n  Bu cha re s t .   
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The Outcomes from Virtual  Mobil ity Day 
 
Th e  day  s t a r t ed  w i t h  a  p r e sen t a t i on  o f  ReVE  p r o j e c t  d e l i v e r ed  b y  M r s .  

Ka t r i n  B i j n en s  and  f o l l owed  by  M r s .  I s abe l  Pe r e s  p r e sen t a t i on  abou t  Qua l i t y  
i n  e - l e a r n i n g  and  M r s .  Re e t t a  Ko s k i  abou t  t he  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  Manua l .  Th e  
V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  Manua l  i s  a  p r o j e c t  ou t pu t  t h a t  i n c l ude s  c o l l a bo ra t i o n  
mode l s ,  a g r e emen t s  and  gu i de l i n e s  t h a t  en ab l e  e - l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a l l y  h appen  
be tween  h i gh e r  edu ca t i on  i n s t i t u t i on s .  

 
Th e  s t u den t s ,  o r gan i s ed  i n  sma l l e r  g r oup s ,  d i s cu s sed  t he  d i f f e r en t  

a spe c t s  o f  a  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  sh a r i n g  t he i r  i d ea s  and  po i n t i n g  ou t  
wha t  t h e y  c on s i d e r  a s  “ impo r t an t ”  o r  “ i n d i s pen sab l e ”  when  t a k i n g  a  V i r t u a l  
c ou r s e .  

 
On  t he  end  o f  t h e  pa ra l l e l  d i s cu s s i on s  ea ch  g r oup  p r e sen t e d  t h e  

h i gh l i gh t s  o f  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i on  t o  t h e  en t i r e  aud i en ce .  

 

ReVE Project 
 
Th e  pu r pose  o f  t h e  Thema t i c  Ne two r k  ReVE  (Rea l  V i r t u a l  E ra smus )  i s  t o  

enhan ce  t h e  impac t  and  t he  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  t rad i t i o n a l  E ra smus  p r og rams  
t h r ough  t h e  deve l opmen t  and  suppo r t  o f  v i r t u a l  E ra smus  a c t i o n s .  I t  h a s  two  
ma i n  goa l s :  t o  c om p l emen t  t h e  t r ad i t i o n a l  E ra smus  p r og ram  and  t o  embed  
t hem i n  t he  ma i n s t r e am  o f  h i gh e r  edu ca t i on .   
 

Th e  expe c t ed  r e su l t s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e :   
•  Rea l  wo r k i n g  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  a c t i on s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a l  en v i r onmen t  o f  

ma i n s t r e am  edu ca t i o n  o f  t h e  pa r t n e r s ;   
•  Con c r e t e  and  va l i d a t e d  p ro cedu r e s  a s  we l l  a s  r e commenda t i on s  a t  

i n s t i t u t i ona l ,  n e two r k  ( l o c a l  a s  we l l  a s  t r an s - na t i on a l  and  Eu ropean  
l e ve l ) ,  pub l i s h ed  i n  a  m anua l  abou t  a  g l oba l  f r amewo r k  fo r  n e two r ked  
e - l e a r n i n g ,  a s  a  fu r t h e r  deve l opmen t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Manua l  f o r  a  
Co l l abo ra t i v e  Eu r opean  V i r t u a l  Un i ve r s i t y  ( f i n i sh ed  cEVU  p r o j e c t ) ;   

•  Too l s  and  t e chn i que s  t h a t  s u ppo r t  t h e  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  a c t i on s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g  ma t e r i a l s ;   

•  E f f e c t i v e  d i s s em in a t i on  t o  s t imu l a t e  t he  u p t ake  o f  t h e  ou t c omes  i n s i d e  
and  ou t s i de  t h e  pa r t n e r sh i p .  

 
Fo r  mo re  i n f o rma t i on  you  c an  c h e c k  t h e  web  page s :  
 
h t t p : / /www.e l e a r n i ngeu ropa . i n f o  o r  h t t p : / / r e ve . eu r opace . o r g / .  

 
E - l e a r n i n g  i s  any  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  u t i l i z e s  a  n e twor k  ( LAN ,  WAN  o r  I n t e r n e t )  

f o r  i n f o rma t i on / know l edge  de l i ve r y,  i n t e ra c t i on  o r  f a c i l i t a t i o n .  Th i s  wou l d  
i n c l u de  d i s t r i bu t ed  l e a r n i n g ,  d i s t an ce  l e a r n i n g  ( o t he r  t h an  pu re  
c o r r e sponden ce ) ,  CBT  (Compu te r  B a sed  Tra i n i n g )  de l i ve r ed  ove r  a  n e two r k ,  
a nd  WBT  (Web -B ased  Tra i n i n g ) .  I t  c an  b e  s yn ch r onou s  ( r e a l  t ime ) ,  
a s yn ch r onou s  ( s e l f - p a ced ) ,  i n s t r u c t o r - l e d  o r  c ompu t e r - ba sed  o r  a  
c omb i n a t i on .  I t  began  a r ound  1996  w i t h  appea ran ce  o f  t h e  f i r s t  web  
cou r s e s .  The  mos t  impo r t an t  bene f i t s  o f  e - l e a r n i n g  a r e :  -  B e s t - o f- bo t h -
wo r l d s  s o l u t i on s ;  -  On l i n e  f l e x i b i l i t y ;  -  Rea l -wo r l d  i n t e ra c t i v i t y ;  -  
Pe r sona l i z ed  l e a r n i n g .  Un t i l  n ow  un i ve r s i t y  managemen t  h a s  no t  be en  
c on ce rn ed  w i t h  I CT  and  e - l ea r n i n g ,  a s  t h ey  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  a  co r e  



Board of European Students of Technology 
– BEST Symposium on Education, Bucharest – 

 

 
Document date: 2006-Oct-20  Report – 6 of 20   
 

bu s i n e s s  a r ea .  B u t  i n  fu t u r e  e - l e a r n i ng  w i l l  t e nd  t o  e vo l ve  f r om  i n d i v i du a l  
p r o j e c t s  and  expe r imen t s  i n t o  an  i n t e g ra t ed  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s .  
 

Group 1 
 

The  d i s cu s s i on  g r oup  s t a r t ed  t o  de f i n e  t h e  mean in g  o f  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  f o r  
t h em .  S t uden t s  ag r eed  t h a t  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  mean s  t h e  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  t a ke  an  
ab r oad  cou r s e  w i t hou t  t r ave l l i n g .  The re  a r e  s e ve ra l  advan t age s  o f  v i r t u a l  
mob i l i t y  s u ch  a s  h av i n g  much  mo re  ea s i l y  c u l t u ra l  e x change s  i n t e ra c t i on s  
be tween  s t u den t s ,  a  v e r y  l a r ge  f l e x i b i l i t y  c om i ng  w i t h  i t  a nd  l ow  co s t s  o f  
t h i s  mob i l i t y  s y s t em .  V i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  c an  b r i n g  a  deve l opmen t  o f  d i f f e r en t  
s k i l l s  and  a l s o  a  huge  i n d i v i du a l  p r og r e s s i on .  The r e  c an  be  s ome  
d i s advan t age s  a l s o  l i k e  e va l ua t i on  p rob l ems  o f  t h e  mob i l i t y  p r og rams ,  s om e  
t e chn i c a l  p r ob l ems  and  ob s t a c l e s .  The  ava i l a b i l i t y  o f  s u pe r v i s o r  i s  ano t he r  
i s s u e  wh i c h  c an  c r e a t e  p r ob l ems .  The r e  c an  be  a l s o  a  l a c k  o f  l ab o ra t o r i e s  
be cau se  o f  v i r t u a l  c l a s s e s .  

 
S t u den t s  h ad  s ome  expe r i en ce s  w i t h  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y.  Th ey  a r e  awa re  o f  

I n t e r ne t  bene f i t s ;  howeve r  nobody  u sed  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  deg r ee s ,  
e ven  i f  t h e y  a r e  awa re  o f  e - l e a r n i n g  me thod s .  They  a l s o  ag r eed  on  t h a t  
t he re  a r e  s ome  ch a l l e nge s  fo r  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  s u ch  a s  t h e  mo t i va t i on  o f  
t e a che r s .  The  e va l ua t i on  p r o ce s s  i s  s u pposed  t o  be  we l l  d e f i n ed .  Re l a t e d  t o  
t h e  e va l u a t i on ,  a c c r ed i t a t i on  i s  a l s o  ano t h e r  i s s u e  w i t h  qua l i t y  o f  t h e  
c ou r s e s .  

  
Th e re  i s  a no t he r  ch a l l e nge  be tween  r e a l  mob i l i t y  and  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y.  

S t u den t s  p r e fe r  t o  go  ab r oad  w i t h  r e a l  mob i l i t y.  B e s i d e  t h e  qua l i t y  i s s u e s  
and  po s s i b l e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  p r ob l ems ,  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  h a s  ano the r  advan t age  
on  t he  t e chno l ogy  u s age .  S t u den t s  a r e  a l r e ady  u s i n g  s e ve ra l  i n s t an t  
me s sag i n g  p r og rams ,  bu t  t h en  t h ey  w i l l  b e  awa re  o f  e - l e a r n i n g  me thods  and  
w i t h  v i d eo  c on fe r en ce s ,  t h e  impac t  b e tween  s t u den t s  c an  i n c r ea se  mo re .  
Thu s ,  t h e re  c an  be  an  impac t  o n  t h e i r  f u t u r e  c a r ee r.  

 
Th e re  a r e  s e ve ra l  e x pe c t a t i on s  on  t h a t  t op i c  f r om  s t u den t s .  They  a r e  

l o ok i n g  f o r  t h e  c r ea t i on  o f  gu i de l i n e s  fo r  t h e  t e a che r s  and  h av i ng  some  
ca se s  o r  e xamp l e s  on  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  a va i l a b l e  on  i n t e r n e t .  The r e  c an  a l s o  
be  a  s t anda rd  f o r  s o f twa r e  u sed  i n  d i f f e r en t  un i ve r s i t i e s ’  s ame  depa r tmen t s .  
S o  s t u den t s  won ’ t  h ave  so  many  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  p r e f e r r ed  s o f twa re  
wh i l e  h av i n g  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y.  Th e y  a r e  l ook i n g  f o r  an  a c c r ed i t a t i on  p r o c e s s  
f o r  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  and  a l s o  qua l i t y  i n su ran ce  s y s t em  fo r  t h e se  p r og rams .  

  
A s  a  c on c l u s i on ,  t h e r e  a r e  many  d i f f e r en ce s  be tween  r ea l  mob i l i t y  

p r og rams  and  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  p r og rams .  I t  i s  s e en  t h a t  n ow,  s t u den t s  p r e f e r  
r e a l  mob i l i t y  t h an  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y.  Cu r r en t l y,  t h e r e  a r e  ve r y  f ew  u se r s  o f  
V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y.  T he r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  imp l emen t a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r t u a l  
Mob i l i t y  i n  s ome  a r e a s  o f  s t u dy  whe re  e spe c i a l l y  r e a l  l a bo ra t o r y  wo r k  i s  
n eeded .  A s  a  l a s t  r ema r k ,  t h e re  i s  a  l a c k  o f  e xpe r i e n ce  i n  e - l e a r n i n g  
me thods .   

 
 

Group 2 
 

When  t h e  s t u den t s  we re  a s ked  t o  do  a  s h o r t  b ra i n s t o rm i ng  on  wha t  i s  
V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i ng  t h a t  c ame  t h r ough  t he i r  m i nd  was  f l e x i b i l i t y.  
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One  o f  t h e  advan t age s  t h a t  t h e  s t uden t s  s aw  i n  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  i s  t h a t  t h ey  
c an  s t ud y  ab r oad  e ven  t h ough  t hey  c anno t  a f f o r d  t o  t r ave l  t h e r e ,  e spe c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  c oun t r i e s  w i t h  sma l l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  i s  a l s o  good  f o r  
peop l e  t h a t  wo r k  o r  h ave  f am i l i e s  and  do  no t  h ave  enough  t ime  fo r  s c hoo l .  

 
S ome  s t uden t s  c an  c hoose  t o  t a ke  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  j u s t  t o  h ave  

a c ce s s  t o  s ome  n ew  equ i pmen t  i n  a  fo r e i gn  un i ve r s i t y  t h a t  t h ey  c anno t  f i n d  
i n  t h e i r  own  un i ve r s i t y.  One  o f  t h e  s t uden t s  t a l ked  en thu s i a s t i c a l l y  a bou t  h i s  
e x pe r i en ce  on  a  c ou r s e  h e  d i d  i n  a  v i r t u a l  l a bo r a t o r y.  

 
I n  t h i s  d i s cu s s i o n  t h e  s t u den t s  a l s o  l e a rn ed  mo re  abou t  t he  d i f f e r e n ce  

be tween  v i r t u a l  l e a r n i n g  and  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y.  
 
Th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  t a l k ed  abou t  h ow  th e  a s s e s smen t  p r o cedu re  s h ou l d  be .  
  
I n  B e l g i um  th e  t e a che r  s p l i t s  t h e  s t uden t s  i n  g r oup s  and  t he y  h ave  t o  

a s s e s  ea c h  o th e r  i n  t h e  s ame  g r oup .  Some  s t u den t s  wou l d  l i k e  t h a t  t h e  
t e a che r  l e t  t h em  eva l u a t e  t h emse l v e s ,  t o  pe rm i t  t h em  t o  h ave  an  a c t i v e  
pa r t i c i p a t i on  i n  t h e  a s s e s smen t  p r o ce s s .  

  
S t u den t s  c on s i d e r ed  t h a t ,  u s ua l l y,  t h e  p r o fe s s o r  doe s  no t  h ave  a  good  

ove r v i ew  ove r  t h e  l e ve l  o f  t h e  s t u den t s  he  h a s ,  and  doe s  n o t  make  t he  
e x ams  a t  a  d i f f i c u l t y  app rop r i a t e  t o  t h e  ave rage  l e ve l .  Rega rd i n g  t h e  
c h ea t i n g  i s su e  i n  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e s  e x ams  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s  ag r eed  t h a t  
i t  i s  t h e  same  p r ob l em  a s  i n  n o rma l  c ou r s e s .  I f  t h e  s t u den t  wan t s  t o  c h ea t ,  
h e  w i l l  c he a t .  

  
I t  i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t u den t  n o t  t o  ch ea t  and  h ave  a  good  ou t come  

a f t e r  t h e  c ou r s e  h e / she  h a s  j u s t  t a ken .  
 
One  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c h a l l e nge s  r a i s e d  by  t h e  s t uden t s  was  t he  l a c k  o f  

phy s i c a l  c on t a c t  b e tween  t h e  t e a che r  and  t h e  s t u den t s  i n  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  
c ou r s e .  Fo r  s e ve ra l  p eop l e  t he  r e a l  c on t a c t  i s  v e r y  e f f e c t i ve .  Many  s t u den t s  
a r e  n o t  u s ed  w i t h  t h a t  and  c ou l d  need  s ome  t ime  t o  c hange  t h e i r  h ab i t s  
r eg a rd i n g  t h i s  c h ange .  V i d eo - con fe r en ce s  and  e -ma i l s  c an  be  u se fu l ,  e ven  
t h ough  fo r  s ome  peop l e  a  g ood  manua l  o r  do cumen t a t i on  i s  enough .  Bu t  a  
s t uden t  i s  qu i t e  awa re  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  when  de c i d i n g  t o  t a ke  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  
c ou r s e .  O th e r  c h a l l e nge s  f r om  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t uden t s  wou l d  be  t he  a c ce s s  
t o  t e chno l ogy  and  t h e  l anguage  ba r r i e r  t h a t  c ou l d  ex i s t  b e cau se  s ome  
s t uden t s  do  no t  k now  Eng l i s h  o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l anguage  o f  t h e  un i v e r s i t y  t h a t  
we l l  and  t h ey  c ou l d  h ave  l anguage  p r ob l ems  wh i l e  s t u dy i ng .  Re l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
i s s u e  many  un i ve r s i t i e s  o f f e r  t h e  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  s t u dy  t he  l a nguage  i n  a  
p r e pa ra t o r y  yea r.  

  
Th e  mo t i va t i on  o f  t h e  s t u den t s  c an  be  ano t h e r  c h a l l e nge .  S t u dy i n g  f r om  

d i s t an ce ,  t h e  s t u den t  c an  l o s e  h i s  mo t i va t i on  and  c an  s t a r t  po s t pon i n g  mos t  
o f  h i s  t a s k s  and  homewor k .  I n  o r de r  t o  k eep  h im  mo t i va t e d  and  awa r e ,  
de ad l i n e s  f o r  h omewo r k  sh ou l d  be  pu t  and  f r e quen t l y  t e s t s  c an  be  g i v en .   
Mak i n g  wo r k i n g  g roup s  fo r  s ome  p r o j e c t s  c an  be  a  ve r y  e f f e c t i v e  mean  o f  
mo t i va t i n g  t he  s t u den t  and  fo r  p e r sona l  d e ve l opmen t .  

  
F r om  t h e  un i ve r s i t y  s i d e ,  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  h ave  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  

be cau se  i t  i s  s av i n g  money.  The  un i ve r s i t y  w i l l  n o t  h ave  t o  wo r r y  abou t  t h e  
a c commoda t i on  o f  t h e  s t u den t s .  

 
P r o fe s so r s  c ou l d  u se  s ome  e x t ra - t r a i n i n g s  be fo r e  t e a ch i ng  i n  a  V i r t u a l  

Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e .  B e fo r e  t a k i ng  t h i s  r e spon s i b i l i t y  t h e  t e a che r s  h ave  t o  b e  
su re  t h a t  t h e y  h ave  e nough  t ime  t o  s pend  f o r  t h i s  c ou r s e  be cau se  i t  c ou l d  
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be  mo re  demand i ng  t h an  i t  s e ems .  Th i s  t y pe  o f  c ou r se  a l s o  n eeds  s om e  
spe c i a l  p r e pa ra t i on  f r om  t h e  p r o f e s so r ’s  s i d e .  The y  shou l d  h ave  d i f f e r en t  
s t anda rd s  fo r  t h e se  c ou r s e s .  

            
Pa r t i c i p an t s  d i s cu s sed  abou t  t he  advan t age s  and  d i s advan t age s  o f  V i r t u a l  

Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e s  c ompa red  t o  c l a s s i c  E ra smus  cou r s e s .  Tha t  s y s t em  w i l l  s a ve  
money  and  t ime ,  wh i l e  E ra smus  c ou r s e s  o f f e r  a  ve r y  u se fu l  e xpe r i en ce .  

 
Mos t  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  d i d  n o t  know  fo r  s u r e  whe the r  t h ey  h ave  an  

a s so c i a t i o n  r e spon s i b l e  f o r  a c c r ed i t a t i on  i n  t he i r  c oun t r y  o r  n o t ,  bu t  mos t  o f  
t h em  ag reed  t h a t  t h e re  s h ou l d  e x i s t  a  Eu ropean  a c c r ed i t a t i o n  s y s t em 
common  t o  a l l  E u r opean  c oun t r i e s .  I n  many  c a se s ,  when  r e tu r n i n g  f r om  an  
E ra smus  s t u den t s  h ave  t o  t a ke  t h e  s ame  ex ams  t he y  t ook  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
un i ve r s i t y,  j u s t  b e cau se  t h e i r  h ome  un i ve r s i t y  doe s  n o t  r e cogn i z e  mos t  o f  
t h o se  c ou r s e s .  O th e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  appea r  fo r  t h e  s t u den t s  be fo r e  go i n g  on  a  
E ra smus ,  when  t h ey  h ave  t o  choose  on l y  t h e  c ou r s e s  a c cep t ed  by  t h e i r  
un i ve r s i t y  s o  t h ey  w i l l  n o t  h ave  t o  t a ke  t h e  s ame  e xam  tw i ce .  

 
V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e s  c an  be  a  u se fu l  e x pe r i e n ce ,  b ecau se  t h ey  c an  

h e l p  t h e  s t u den t  deve l op  n ew  s k i l l s  l i k e  t e am  wo r k  s k i l l s .  Th r ough  t h e se  
c ou r s e s  t h e  s t u den t  c an  c on t a c t  o t he r  peop l e  f r om  a l l  o ve r  Eu r ope  a t t end i n g  
t h e  s ame  cou r se .  The y  c an  a l s o  l e a r n  abou t  new  t e chn i c a l  t oo l s  u sed  f o r  
c ommun i c a t i on  be tween  peop l e  i n  d i f f e r en t  l o c a t i on s ,  t oo l s  l i k e  f l a sh  
mee t i n g s ,  w r i t e l y,  v i d eo  c on fe r en ce s .  The  s t u den t  c an  s t u dy  n ew  sub j e c t s  
and  l e a r n  h ow  t o  wo r k  u s i n g  w i k i .  

 
Fo r  t h e  un i ve r s i t y  f r amewor k s  and  t h e s e  c ou r s e s ,  t h e  ou t c omes  depend  

on  t h e  s t uden t s  and  a l s o  on  t h e  t e a che r s .  B o th  o f  t h em  have  t o  r e a ch  i n  t h e  
end  t h e  s ame  f r amewo r k ,  l e a r n i n g  b ecomes  e - l e a r n i n g  and  e ven tua l l y  e -
l e a r n i n g  be comes  l e a r n i n g  aga i n .  I n  o r de r  t o  a ch i e ve  t h e  goa l s  o f  t h e se  
c ou r s e s  t h e  f r amewo r k s  and  t he  mode l s  s h ou l d  n o t  c hange  i n  o rd e r  t o  
s t anda rd i s e  e ve r y t h i n g .  

      
Now  i t  i s  qu i t e  e a r l y  f o r  un i ve r s i t i e s  and  t he se  c ou r s e s  t o  h ave  t he  s ame  

f r amewo r k s ,  bu t  i n  t ime  t h i s  i s s u e  wou l d  be  s o l v ed .  The r e  sh ou l d  be  c r ea t e d  
a  Eu r opean  s t anda rd ,  bu t  t h i s  c ou l d  be  v e r y  h a r d  t o  a ch i e ve .  

 
The  un i ve r s i t i e s  have  t h e  po t en t i a l  t o  r e a ch  t h e  s ame  f r amewo r k s ,  

be cau se  mos t  o f  t h e  s t u den t s  and  p r o f e s so r s  a r e  qu i t e  awa re  o f  t h e  
de ve l opmen t s  i n  educa t i on  and  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s o l v e  t h e  n owaday s  i s s u e s  and  
r e a ch  t h e  s ame  s t anda rd  a l l  o v e r  Eu r ope .  R i gh t  now  mos t  o f  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s  
i n  t he  Eu ropean  Un i on  a r e  dea l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  a nd  i t  i s  c on s i de r ed  t h a t  t h i s  
w i l l  b e  s o l v ed  un t i l  2 010 .  Soo n  un i ve r s i t i e s  w i l l  g o  i n  t h e  s ame  d i r e c t i on .  

 
Th e  b i gges t  ob s t a c l e s  en coun t e r ed  b y  un i v e r s i t i e s  wh i l e  imp l emen t i n g  

t h e se  c ou r s e s  and  e - l e a r n i n g  c an  be  t h e  f i n an c i a l  p r ob l e ms  and  s ome  o l d  
f a sh i on  p ro f e s so r s  t h a t  do  n o t  ag r e e  w i t h  t he se  ne ce s sa r y  c h ange s .  

    
I n  o r de r  t o  imp l emen t  e - l e a r n i n g  p r og rams  t h e r e  s h ou l d  be  an  ag r e emen t  

be tween  un i ve r s i t i e s  be cau se  you  c anno t  s t a r t  t h i s  p r o ce s s  f r om  a  s i n g l e  
un i ve r s i t y.  An  impo r t an t  measu r e  i s  t o  t r y  t o  c onv i n c e  t h e  s t u den t s  t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t  n e ce s sa r y  t o  h ave  a  r e a l  c on t a c t  w i t h  t h e  t e ache r.  P r o f e s so r s  s h ou l d  a l s o  
be  t r a i n ed  on  h ow  t o  make  an  e - l e a r n i ng  c ou r s e .  

 
Th e  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  manua l  p r e s en t ed  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  i s  c on s i d e r e d  a  

powe r fu l  t oo l .  Fo r  t h i s  manua l  t h e  s t u den t s ’  i n pu t  i s  v e r y  impo r t an t ,  b e cau se  
t he  s t u den t s  a r e  i n t e r v i ewed  i n  o r de r  t o  imp rove  i t  and  a l s o  t h e  s t u den t s  
c an  l og i n  on  t h e  web  s i t e  o f  t h e  manua l  and  add  page s  o r  g i v e  c ommen t s  on  



Board of European Students of Technology 
– BEST Symposium on Education, Bucharest – 

 

 
Document date: 2006-Oct-20  Report – 9 of 20   
 

a  f o r um .  The  i d ea  o f  an  on l i n e  manua l  i s  v e r y  good  be cau se  i t  i s  qu i t e  e a s y  
t o  a c ce s s  any  ch ap te r  and  t he  h ype r l i n k s  make  i t  e ven  f a s t e r  and  ea s i e r  t o  
u se .  

 
Th e  s t u den t s  c an  a l s o  p r omo te  t h e  i de a  and  t h e  manua l  among  t he i r  

c o l l e ague s  o r  e ven  show  i t  t o  t h e i r  p r o f e s so r s .  
 

Group 3 
 

The  s t u den t s  s t a r t ed  t he  d i s cu s s i on  sha r i n g  t h e i r  own  i d ea  abou t  wha t  a  
V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  i s ,  v i a  b ra i n s t o rm ing .  The y  d i s cu s sed  po s s i b l e  
e x amp l e s ,  h ow  t o  p l ay  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e ,  h ow  t o  imp l emen t  i t  and  
w i t c h  a r ea s  wou l d  be  po s s i b l e  t o  imp l emen t  on  t h e i r  po i n t  o f  v i ew.  Du r i n g  
t h i s  b ra i n s t o rm i ng  s e s s i on  many  o f  s t u den t s  po i n t e d  ou t  doub t s  c on ce rn i ng  
t h e  d i f f e r e n ce s  be tween  e  l e a rn i n g  and  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e .  The  
r e su l t ed  de f i n i t i on  was :  E - l e a r n i n g  p r og ram  t o  t a ke  l e c t u r e s  ab road  on  
h i ghe r  edu ca t i on  h av i n g  a  Eu r opean  qua l i t y  a c c r e d i t a t i on  and  d i r e c t  
r e cogn i t i o n  f r om  t he i r  own  un i ve r s i t y.  To  f i n a l i z e  t h i s  i n t r oduc t o r y  po i n t  t o  
t h e  d i s cu s s i on  t h e  s t u den t s  t a l ke d  abou t  a c t i o n s  on  t he i r  e du ca t i on a l  
i n s t i t u t i on s  abou t  t h i s  t op i c ,  ma i n l y  e - l e a r n i n g  c ou r s e s  l i k e :  

 
•  TOEFL ( Te s t  O f  Eng l i s h  a s  a  Fo r e i gn  L anguage )  –  wo r l dw i de  t a ken  

v i a  i n t e r n e t ;  
•  Se r b i a :  r e s ea r che s  abou t  e f f i c a c y  o f  e - l e a r n i n g  i n  med i c a l  f i e l d ;  
•  Sweden :  l anguage  c ou r s e s  o n l i n e ;  
•  I t a l y :  Compu t e r  S c i en ce  unde rg radua t e  d eg r ee  on l i n e  and  
•  Macedon i a  FYR :  J a va  p r og ramm ing  cou r s e s  on l i n e .  

 
H av i n g  t h e  de f i n i t i on  o f  wha t  i s  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  h e l ped  t he  

s t uden t s  t o  po i n t  fu t u r e  ch a l l e nge s  t o  i mp l emen t  t h e  c ou r s e s .  On  t he i r  po i n t  
o f  v i ew  t h e  ma in  ch a l l e nge s  a r e  a c c e s s  t o  r e sou r c e s ;  ag re emen t s  b e tween  
un i ve r s i t i e s ;  e va l u a t i on ;  l a bo ra t o r i e s  ( e . g .  eng i n ee r i n g  c ou r s e s ) ;  l o c a l i s a t i on  
( l a nguage ,  a c adem i c  c a l enda r )  and  l e ve l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y.  

 
Th ey  ma i n l y  f o cu sed  t h e  a s s e s smen t  i s s u e ,  i t  wa s  c on s i d e r ed  t h e  b i gge s t  

c h a l l e nge  i n  a  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  imp l emen t a t i on ,  how  t o  e va l u a t e  a  
s t uden t ?  

 
A f t e rwa rd s  t h e  s t uden t s  p o i n t e d  t h e  advan t age s / d i s ad van t age s  o f  t a k i n g  

a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  i n  compa r i s on  t o  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e s .  A s  a dvan t age s  
t he y  fo cu s  t h e  s t uden t s ’  s e l f - r e spon s i b i l i t y  imp l i c i t  on  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o ce s s .  
The  t ime  f l e x i b i l i t y  and  t h e  f r e edom o f  c h o i c e s  we re  po i n t ed  a s  we l l .  The  
s t uden t s  f ound  t h e  l a c k  o f  phy s i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i on  be tween  s t u den t s  and  t he  
l a c k  o f  a  phy s i c a l  e xpe r i e n ce  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  a nd  wo r k  adap t a t i on s  
p r o ce s s  a s  a  d i s advan t age  when  t a k i n g  a  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  i n s t e ad  o f  a  
r egu l a r  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e .  

 
Fo r  t h i s  g r oup  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a  h i gh - qua l i t y  v i r t u a l  c ou r s e  a r e :  

i n t e ra c t i on  be tween  s t u den t s ;  i n t e ra c t i on  b e tween  s t u den t s  and  t e a che r s ;  
t e a che r s  suppo r t  du r i n g  t he  c ou r s e ;  d ynam i sm;  c r e a t i v i t y  and  suppo r t  f r om  
t he  un i v e r s i t i e s .  

 
Th e  qua l i t y  o f  t h e  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e s  c an  be  imp roved  by  imp rov i n g  

t he  i n t e ra c t i on  among  s t u den t s  and  t e a che r s ,  b y  ga t h e r i n g  a l l  t h e  f e edback  
and  po i n t s  o f  v i ew  i n  o r de r  t o  d eve l op  and  imp rove  t h e  c ou r s e s .  The  
un i ve r s i t y  s u ppo r t  i s  e s s en t i a l  bu t  t h e  en t hu s i a sm  and  t he  mo t i va t i on  t h a t  a  
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t e a che r  t e a che s  and  a  s t u den t  l e a r n s  was  de f i a n t l y  po i n t ed  a s  t h e  mos t  
impo r t an t  i s s u e  r e ga rd i n g  t h e  qua l i t y  i s s u e s  i n  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y.  

 
Th e  l a s t  po i n t  o f  t h e  d i s cu s s i on  fo cu sed  t he  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  manua l ;  t h e  

s t uden t s  s h a r ed  t h e i r  t h ough t s  and  i d e a s  a f t e r  h av i n g  c on t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
manua l .  Th e y  f ound  t h a t  t h e  manua l  c ou l d  be  mo re  o f  va l u e ,  h av i ng  mo re  
e x amp l e s  and  i n c l u d i n g  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  po t e n t i a l  p r ob l ems  on  i t .  En ab l i n g  
t he  a c ce s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t ed  t ea che r s  t o  imp l emen t  a  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e ,  
p r omo t i n g  t he  manua l  and  h e l p i n g  t h e  s t a keho l de r s  t o  d i s s em in a t e  t h e  
manua l  i n  c ou r s e  de s i gn  and  t e a ch i n g  i n  o r de r  t o  h ave  a  mos t  va l u e ,  f a s t  
and  e f f i c i e n t  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  t h e  c ou r s e s .  
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The Outcomes from Case Study Day 
 

Th e  s e s s i on  s t a r t ed  w i t h  a  s h o r t  p r e sen t a t i on  on  t he  ba s i c s  o f  t h e  
s c ena r i o  t y po l ogy  a s  i d en t i f i e d  b y  REVE  c on so r t i um  (Remo te  a c c e s s  
i n t e ra c t i on  s c ena r i o ,  F r an ch i s i n g  i n t e ra c t i on  s c ena r i o ,  Coo rd i n a t ed  
f ede ra t i o n  i n t e ra c t i on  s c ena r i o ,  J o i n t  c ou r s e  o f f e r i n g  i n t e ra c t i o n  s cena r i o ,  
Cou r se  adap t a t i on  i n t e ra c t i on  s c ena r i o ) .  The  p r e s en t a t i on  c on t a i n ed  a l s o  
gu i d e l i n e s  on  c ou r s e  d e s i gn  l i k e  t h e  ma i n  pha se s  o f  d e s i g n i n g  a  c ou r s e  and  
t he  e - l e a r n i n g  i s su es  t h a t  h ave  t o  be  t a ken  i n t o  a c coun t  when  de s i gn i n g  a  
V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e .  

  
S t u den t s  we r e  d i v i d ed  i n  3  d i f f e r en t  wo r k i n g  g r oup s  w i t h  t he  a im  o f  

c r e a t i n g  a  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  o n  a  g i ven  s c ena r i o .  The  t e chn i c a l  
r e s ou r c e s  mos t l y  u sed  by  s t u den t s  i n  t h e i r  wo r k  we r e  t h e  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  
Manua l  a nd  t h e  va l uab l e  i n pu t  f r om  one  o f  t h e  p r o fe s so r s .  

 
 

Group 1: Remote access interaction scenario 
   
Th e  g r oup  h ad  t h e  bene f i t  o f  ve r y  u se fu l  i n f o rma t i on ,  va l u ab l e  que s t i on s  

and  suppo r t  f r om  t he  p r o fe s so r  who  i n d i c a t ed  t h e  s t u den t s  t h e  s t ep s  t h ey  
h ave  t o  t a ke  i n  de s i gn i n g  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  i n  t h e  t e rms  o f  t h e  
r emo te  a c ce s s  i n t e ra c t i on  s c ena r i o .  

 
 F i r s t  t h e  s t u den t s  i d en t i f i ed  t h e  s t akeho l de r s  and  t he  t y p i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

n eeded  t o  o f f e r  a  j o i n t  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  way  and  
d i s c u s sed  abou t  t h e  i n t e ra c t i on  among  s t a keho l d e r s  c on ce rn i n g  t h e  
c oo rd i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s .   

   
 Fo l l ow i n g  t h e  gu i de l i n e s  o f f e r ed  and  t he  i d en t i f i e d  s t a keho l de r s  

( p r ov i d e r  un i ve r s i t y,  c on sume r  un i ve r s i t y,  s t u den t s ,  t e a che r s ,  
adm in i s t r a t o r s )  t h e  s t u den t s  de c i ded  t h e  hypo the t i c a l l y  P r ov i de r  Un i ve r s i t y  
Cha i r i e s  Un i ve r s i t y,  Bu cha re s t ,  t h e  Con sume r  Un i ve r s i t i e s  Po l y t e chn i c  
Un i v e r s i t y,  M i l a n ,  IUFN  membe r  ( In t e r n a t i on a l  Un i ve r s i t y  Fu rn i t u r e  Ne two r k )  
and  S kop j e  Un i ve r s i t y  n o t  a  membe r  o f  I UFN  and  t he  t i t l e  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  
“ADVANCED  CHA IR  DES IGN”.   

 
 Pa s s i n g  t o  t h e  ne x t  s t ep ,  t h e  r e cu r r i ng  pha se s  a s  t h ey  we r e  i d en t i f i e d  i n  

t h e  manua l ,  announ cemen t ,  p r e pa ra t i on  en r o lmen t ,  r eg i s t r a t i on ,  l e a r n i n g ,  
r e su l t  r eg i s t r a t i on  t he  s t u den t s  foun d  s ome  spe c i f i c  d e t a i l s  and  a spe c t s  
wh i ch  t h ey  c on s i d e red  impo r t an t  and  emphas i z e d  t h em  i n  t h e i r  p r e sen t a t i on .  
Fo r  t h e  announ cemen t  pha se ,  mo r e  e xa c t l y  f o r  t h e  p r omo t i on  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  
among  t he  c on sume r  un i ve r s i t i e s  s t u den t s  be l i e ved  t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  impo r t an t  
t h a t  t h e  p r ov i de r  un i v e r s i t y  ha s  a  c e r t a i n  pe cu l i a r i t y  ( i t  s hou l d  be  r e l e van t  
f o r  t h e  cou r s e ,  l i k e  i n  s t u den t s ’  e x amp l e ,  t h e  p r o v i d e r  un i ve r s i t y  wa s  
awa rded  t h e  Nobe l  P r i z e  f o r  Cha i r  Mak i n g ,  h ad  t rad i t i on  i n  c h a i r  mak i n g ,  wa s  
known  a s  a  ve r y  i n nova t i v e  l e ade r  i n  cha i r  d e s i gn ) .   

 
Th e  p r omo t i on  i t s e l f  i n  s t uden t s ’  op i n i on  wou l d  be  made  by  c on t a c t i n g  

t he  Eu r opean  Un i v e r s i t y  n e two r k s  and  a l s o  b y  s end in g  ema i l s  and  c a l l i n g  t he  
un i ve r s i t i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  ( pa r t  o r  n o t  o f  a  n e two r k ) .  The  
p r omo t i on  among  s t u den t s  wou l d  be  made  w i t h  po s t e r s ,  web  page  
adve r t i s emen t s  i n  t he  s t u den t s ’  ma i l i n g  l i s t ,  l o c a l  p r e sen t a t i on  b y  
c oo rd i n a to r s .   
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Du r i ng  t h e  p r o ce s s  o f  p r epa r i n g  t h e  cou r s e  s t uden t s  ag re ed  on  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i s  v e r y  impo r t an t  t o  h ave  a  c e r t a i n  p r o c edu r e  d e s c r i b i n g  h ow  
s t akeho l de r s  wo r k  t oge t he r  i n  o r de r  t o  p r ov i d e  s t u den t s  w i t h  t e a ch i n g  and  
l e a r n i n g .   

 
I n  s e l e c t i n g  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s  f o r  t h e  c ou r s e  t h e  d e c i s i on  c on ce rn i ng  t he  

a c cep t an ce  c r i t e r i a  we r e  made  a c co rd i n g  t o  t h e  deg r ee  o f  t h e  t a r ge t  
s t uden t s ,  s o  i n  o u r  c a se  ( an  advan ced  c ou r s e )  i t  wa s  p r e v i ou s  know l edge  on  
CAD  and  ma t e r i a l s  s c i e n ce s .  The  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  we r e  u sed  t o  en su r e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  p a r t i c i p an t s  h ave  t he  ne ce s sa r y  i n fo rma t i on  and  t h e  s ame  
know l edge  l e ve l .  

Th e  ma i n  l e a r n i n g  ob j e c t i ve s  s t u den t s  found  a s  d e s i r ab l e  a nd  a ch i e vab l e  
t h r oughou t  t h e i r  c ou r s e  we r e  l e a r n i n g  advan ced  de s i gn  t e chno l og i e s ,  
r e c e i v i n g  e xpe r t  t e a ch i n g  and  i n t e r n a t i on a l  wo r k i ng  g r oup s .  

 
Mov i n g  on  t o  t h e  de s i gn  o f  t h e  a c t ua l  c ou r s e ,  s t u den t s  s t r u c tu r ed  i t  i n  

two  pa r t s ,  on e  abou t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c ha i r  d e s i gn  ( s een  a s  t h eo r e t i c a l  p a r t )  
and  t h e  o t he r  on e  a  p r o j e c t  (w i t h  t h e  c on cep t  and  gu i de l i n e s  g i v en  by  t h e  
P r o f e s so r,  s e en  a s  a  p ra c t i c a l  p a r t ) .  Fo r  t h e  t h eo re t i c a l  c ou r s e  t h e  t oo l s  and  
t e chn i ques  t h a t  wou l d  be  u sed  a r e  p r e sen t a t i on s  and  p i c t u r e s ,  l i v e  l e c t u r e s  
w i t h  web - c ame ra  and  t aped  l e c t u r e s ,  cu l t u ra l  r e s ea r ch  abou t  f amous  ch a i r s  
o f  e a ch  s t u den t s´  c oun t r i e s ,  and  d i s c u s s i on  f o r um.  On  t h e  o th e r  h and  t he  
p r o j e c t  c on cep t  i n c l ude s  mo re  human  con t a c t  c on s i d e r i n g  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  
c r ea t ed  g r oups  o f  3  peop l e  f r om  a l l  3  un i v e r s i t i e s  i n vo l v ed  and  t h ey  w i l l  
h ave  t o  wo r k  t oge th e r,  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  i d e a s  and  v i ews  abou t  t h e  p ro j e c t .  A t  
l e a s t  on e  c on t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p r o f e s so r  e ve r y  two  weeks  i s  c ompu l s o r y  s o  t h a t  
t h e  p r o f e s so r  c an  g i v e  i n pu t  and  sugge s t i on s  abou t  t he  s t uden t s´  wo r k  and  
a l s o  e s t ab l i s h  dead l i n e s .  A s  wo r k i n g  me thod s  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  c on cep t  
s t uden t s  t h ough t  abou t  u s i n g  r emo te  3D  CAD  so f twa re  f o r  d raw i ng  and  f o r  
op i n i on  sha r i n g  modu l e s  and  mes sag i n g  p r og rams .  

 
Fo r  s t u den t s ’  a s s e s smen t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  u sed  a  po r t f o l i o  t y pe  o f  e va l u a t i on  

c on s i s t i n g  o f  i n d i v i du a l  e va l u a t i on  abou t  t h e  t h eo r e t i c a l  p a r t  and  g r oup  
e va l u a t i on  abou t  t h e  who l e  p r o j e c t  and  i n d i v i du a l  e va l u a t i on  abou t  t he  
c on t r i bu t i on  o f  e a ch  s t u den t  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t .  

 
Th e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  wou ld  b r i n g  t oge t he r  two  o f  t h e  newes t  

t e a ch i n g  me thods  e - l e a r n i n g  and  p r o j e c t  b a sed  l e a r n i n g  appa r en t l y  
c on s i d e r ed  ve r y  va l u ab l e  and  u se fu l  b y  s t u den t s .  

 
A s  a  c on c l u s i on  f r om  th e  de s i gn e r s  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  t h e  REVE  manua l  and  

t he  s c ena r i o s  i n c l uded  c an  b e  c on s i d e r ed  gu i de l i n e s  fo r  o r gan i z i ng  v i r t u a l  
mob i l i t y  c ou r s e s  and  a l s o  a  u se fu l  t oo l  r eg a rd i ng  v i r t u a l  mob i l i t y  and  i t s  
po s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  gene ra l .  

 
 

Group 2: Franchising interaction scenario 
  
Th e  s t u den t s  i n  t h e  g r oup  s eemed  en t hu s i a s t i c  and  mo t i va t ed  t o  

a c comp l i s h  t h e i r  wo r k  s i n ce  t h e  beg i nn i n g .  The y  h ad  t h e  h e l p  and  t he  
suppo r t  o f  two  p r o f e s s o r s  ( one  f r om  ReVE  and  one  f r om  E I E -Su r ve yo r )  and  
two  membe r s  o f  t h e  Edu ca t i on a l  Comm i t t e e ,  who  gu i ded  t h em wh i l e  t a k i n g  
c a r e  o f  t h e i r  p r o j e c t .  Th e  d i s t r i bu t ed  t h e  t a s k s  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  2  t e ams  o f  
3  s t u den t s  e a ch .   
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F r om  t h e  beg i nn i n g  t he  g r oup  made  a  p l an  o f  t h e i r  wo r k  and  e s t ab l i s h ed  
t he i r  ob j e c t i v e s .  Ac co rd i n g  t o  t h em  one  o f  t h e  ma i n  ob j e c t i v e s  i s  t o  l e a r n  
h ow  t o  t e am  wo r k  o n  i n t e r n a t i on a l  l e ve l .  Th e i r  o t h e r  ob j e c t i v e s  we re  
c on ce rn i ng  mo re  t he  pe r sona l  d e ve l opmen t  s i d e  l i k e  be i n g  ab l e  t o  make  t h e i r  
own  de c i s i on s ,  b e i ng  ab l e  t o  s h a r e  i d ea s  w i t h  s t u den t s  and  t e a che r s  f r om  
ab r oad  and  a l s o  t o  u se  a cqu i r e d  know l edge  i n  r e a l  p r o j e c t s .  

 
Rega rd i n g  t h e  med i a  and  t e chno l ogy  i s s u e s  appea r ed  t he  g r oup  h ad  

s e ve ra l  i d ea s  on  h ow  t o  imp l emen t  a  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  c ou r se .  They  
c on s i d e r ed  t h a t  t h e  l e c t u r e s  s h ou l d  be  pub l i sh ed  on  t h e  i n t e r ne t  and  t h a t  a  
s h a r ed  i n fo rma t i on  s y s t em  l i k e  t e x t  mes sag i n g ,  f o r ums ,  ma i l i n g  l i s t s ,  v i d e o  
c on fe r en ce s ,  s h ou l d  a l s o  be  u s ed .  The  deve l opmen t  o f  s p e c i a l  s o f twa r e  f o r  
t h i s  c ou r s e  i s  n eeded ,  and  a l s o  s p e c i a l  e qu i pmen t  l i k e  webcams  and  
m i c r ophone s  i s  r equ i r e d .  

 
The  u se  o f  ma i l i n g  l i s t s  i s  t o  i n fo rm  s t u den t s  on  h omewor k ,  d ead l i n e s ,  

impo r t an t  n ews  and  ex ams .  The  ma i n  pu r po se  o f  f o r ums  i s  t o  h o s t  
d i s cu s s i on s  be tween  s t u den t s  and  p r o f e s so r s  i n  o r de r  t o  make  ea s i e r  t h e  
c ommun i ca t i on  be tween  t h em .  I f  n eeded ,  r e a l  t ime  s e r v i c e s  c an  be  u sed .  

 
Fo r  mak i ng  t he  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  t he  g r oup  cho se  a s  an  e x amp l e  a  

c ou r s e  on  I n du s t r i a l  Managemen t  t h a t  w i l l  l a s t  f o r  12  week s .  The  l e c t u r e s  
wou l d  be  i n  e l e c t r on i c  f o rma t  and  t h e r e  wou l d  be  week l y  r e a l  t ime  c on t a c t s  
w i t h  p r o f e s so r s .  T he  s t u den t s  a t t end i n g  t h i s  c ou r se  h ave  t o  do  pe r sona l  a nd  
t e am  wo r k  i n  pa ra l l e l ,  a nd  c an  u s e  f o r ums  fo r  c ommun i c a t i on .  

 
Th e  e va l u a t i on  a l s o  sh ou l d  be  mo re  c omp l e x  s o  t h a t  t h e  g r ade  shou l d  b e  

a s  r e l e van t  a s  po s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  know l edge  o f  t h e  s t u den t .  The  g r oup  de c i d ed  
t h a t  50% o f  t h e  g rade  s hou l d  be  fo r  t h e  t e amwor k  p r o j e c t s .  The  
p r e sen t a t i on s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s  wou l d  be  made  t h r ough  v i d eo  c on fe r en ce s .  
30% go  f o r  mon th l y  pe r sona l  h omewor k  t h a t  w i l l  c on s i s t  o f  e xe r c i s e s  an d  
c a s e  s t u d i e s .  The  we i gh t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  w r i t t en  e x am con s i s t i n g  o f  t h eo r e t i c a l  
i s s u e s  wou l d  be  20% o f  t h e  f i n a l  g rade .   

   
Th e  du t i e s  o f  bo t h  t h e  p r ov i d e r  and  c on sumer  un i v e r s i t i e s  we re  

e s t ab l i s h ed ,  a f t e r  an  a s sumed  ag r e emen t  be tween  t h em .  The  p r o v i d e r  
un i ve r s i t y  s h ou l d  come  up  w i t h  t h e  t e chn i c a l  s uppo r t ,  t h e  env i r onmen t  and  
t he  ma t e r i a l s  n eeded  f o r  t h e  c ou r s e ,  and  a l s o  i t  h a s  t o  t a ke  c a r e  o f  t h e  
t e a che r s  t r a i n i n g .  On  t h e  o the r  s i d e ,  t h e  c on sume r  un i v e r s i t i e s  wou l d  h ave  
t o  e va l u a t e  t h e  s t u den t s ,  do  t he  t u t o r i n g  o f  t h e  s t u den t s  and  a l s o  t o  
p r omo te  t h e  c ou r s e  among  i t s  s t u den t s .  F r om  bo th  un i ve r s i t i e s  t h e r e  s h ou l d  
be  c on t a c t  p e r son s  r e l a t ed  t o  t he  c ou r se  who  can  g i v e  mo re  i n fo rma t i on  and  
h e l p  i n t e r e s t ed  s t u den t s .   

 
I n  o r de r  t o  imp rove  t h e  qua l i t y  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  t he  f e edback  f r om  s t uden t s  

t o  con sume r s  and  f r om  s t u den t s  and  t e a che r s  t o  p ro v i d e r  s h ou l d  be  
c on s i d e r ed .  To  ob t a i n  t h em  i t  s h ou l d  be  made  que s t i onna i r e s  t o  e va l u a t e  t h e  
p r o f e s so r s ,  t h e  c ou r s e  and  t h e  l e a r n i n g  env i r onmen t .  Us i n g  t h e  f e edback  
and  t h e  new  know l edge  a f t e r  e ve r y  c ou r s e  an  upda t e  s h ou l d  b e  made  f o r  t h e  
n ex t  c ou r s e .  Tra i n i ng  and  b r i ng i n g  n ew  t u t o r s  t o  t h e  c ou r s e  i s  a  good  way  t o  
imp rove  t h e  c ou r s e  and  k eep  i t  a c t u a l .  

 
Th e  p r ob l ems  t h a t  c ou l d  appea r  we r e  a l s o  d i s cu s sed .  One  o f  t h e  mos t  

impo r t an t  on e s  was  t h e  l anguage  b a r r i e r.  Many  s t u den t s  and  p r o fe s s o r s  h ave  
p r ob l ems  w i t h  s peak i n g  Eng l i s h .  B e fo r e  g i v i ng  t h e  c ou r s e  t h e  t e a che r s  
s h ou l d  h ave  Eng l i s h  l a nguage  t r a i n i n g .  One  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  
s t uden t s  f o r  t h e  c ou r s e  s h ou l d  be  t he  l e ve l  o f  Eng l i s h  know l e dge  o f  t h e  
s t uden t .  B e cau se  many  un i v e r s i t i e s  h ave  d i f f e r en t  c a l enda r s ,  s t u den t s  c ou l d  
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have  s e ve ra l  p r ob l ems  h av i n g  two  d i f f e r en t  s c h edu l e s  t o  fo l l ow,  s o  a  
s t anda rd i z a t i on  o f  t h e  c a l enda r  be tween  t he  un i ve r s i t i e s  wou l d  be  we l c ome .    

 
 

Group 3:  Joint Course Scenario 
 
I n  t h i s  s cena r i o ,  t h e  ag r eemen t  f o r  t h e  V i r t u a l  Mob i l i t y  i s  d one  be tween  3  

depa r tmen t s .  One  depa r tmen t  i s  t h e  p rov i d e r  and  two  o t h e r s  a r e  con sumer  
un i ve r s i t i e s .  The  n ame  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  i s  “Me thods  i n  B i o i n f o rma t i c s ”.  

 
Th e  l e a r n i n g  ob j e c t i ve s  and  ou t c omes  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  de f i n ed  a s  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  managemen t  o f  b i o l og i c a l  i n f o rma t i on  t h rough  t h e  u sage  o f  
I n t e r ne t  da t aba se s  and  cu r r en t  s o f twa r e .  The  app rop r i a t e  med i a  and  
t e chno l ogy  s e l e c t i on  i s  done .  On  t h a t  f i e l d ,  an  i n t e r ne t  c onnec t i on ,  s pe c i f i c  
s o f twa r e  t oo l s  and  i n t e ra c t i on  p l a t fo rm  a r e  t h e  “mus t ”  pa r t  o f  t h e  c ou r s e s  
be cau se  o f  3  V i deo  con fe r en ce s  wh i ch  w i l l  b e  o r gan i s ed  l a t e r  on .  

 
 Th e  de s i gn  o f  t h e  c on t en t  and  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  done  w i t h  de f i n i n g  t h e  

me thodo l ogy.  So  t h e  s t u den t ’s  e va l u a t i on  w i l l  p l ay  a l s o  a  ke y  r o l e  f o r  t he  
de ve l opmen t  o f  t h e  c ou r s e .  Fo r  t h e  con t en t ,  i t  i s  a  t a s k  o f  t h e  p r o v i d e r  
un i ve r s i t y.  Fo r  t h a t  s c ena r i o ,  t h e  depa r tmen t  o f  g ene t i c s  o f  Uppsa l a  i s  t h e  
p r ov i d e r  on e .  

 
 Th e  r e ad i n g  ma t e r i a l s  w i l l  b e  p r ov i d ed  by  c on sumer  un i ve r s i t i e s .  The  

ma t e r i a l s  c an  be  i n  t h e  fo rma t  o f  v i d e o ,  t e x t ,  s ome  l i n k s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  
d a t aba se s .  

 
 Du r i n g  t he  c ou r s e ,  t h e re  c an  be  i n t r oduc t o r y  e s s ay s  and  on  t h e  

me thodo l ogy  o f  t h e  c ou r s e ,  i t  i s  d e f i n ed  s e ve ra l  wo r k i n g  g r oups  f r om  t he  
s e cond  h a l f  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  and  t u t o r i n g  s e s s i on s  ( on ce  i n  two  week s ) .  Wha t  
i s  a imed  i n  me thodo l ogy  i s  c r e a t i ng  s ome  i n t e ra c t i on  a c t i v i t i e s  among  
s t uden t s  o f  t h e  t h r ee  un i v e r s i t i e s .  

 
Th e  s t u den t s ’  e va l u a t i on  i s  on e  o f  t h e  k ey  t a s k s  o f  t h e  c ou r s e .  The r e  c an  

be  homewo r k  on ce  i n  two  week s  a s  l o c a l  e va l u a t i on .  To  e va l u a t e  s t uden t s ,  
an  on l i n e  t e s t i n g  i s  a l s o  a  s o l u t i on .  Resu l t s  c an  be  s en t  t o  p r ov i d e r  o f  t h e  
c ou r s e .  So  t h e  e va l u a t i on  c on t a i n s  t e s t s ,  a s s i gnmen t s  and  p r o j e c t s .  The  
pa r t i c i p an t s  c an  u se  f o r ums  and  ch a t  t o  e x change  i n fo rma t i on .   

 
Th e  de l i v e r y  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  w i l l  b e  fo r  on e  s emes t e r  and  t he  suppo r t  w i l l  

b e  ba s i c a l l y  v i a  s uppo r t  r e spon s i b l e  o r  s u pe r v i s o r s .  E a ch  con sume r  c an  h ave  
up  t o  20  s t u den t s  and  i n  e a ch  un i ve r s i t y,  t h e r e  c an  be  up  t o  rwo  t u t o r s  p e r  
un i ve r s i t y.  T h i s  mean s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  u p  t o  10  s t u den t s  pe r  t u t o r.  One  
a s s i s t an t  pe r  un i ve r s i t y  c an  be  a s s i gn ed  fo r  t h e  c ou r s e  and  t h e r e  c an  make  
c on su l t i n g  s e s s i o n s  on ce  i n  two  weeks .  Howeve r,  f o r  t h a t  t y pe  o f  c ou r s e ,  
s t uden t s ’  gu i de  i n c l u d i n g  e xe r c i s e s ,  r epo r t s ,  d e ad l i n e s ,  d i c t i o n a r y,  h e l p  f o r  
s o f twa re ,  and  so  on  i s  ano t h e r  mu s t .  

 
 Th e  t e chn i c a l  s u ppo r t  w i l l  b e  p r ov i d ed  b y  t h e  t u t o r  and  h e / sh e  i s  

r e spon s i b l e  t o  o r gan i s e  a  s t uden t  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  beg i nn i ng  o f  t h e  c ou r s e .  
B e s i d e  t h e  t u t o r s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  need  f o r  t e chn i c i an s  a l s o .   

 
 Th e  a s se s smen t  o f  t h e  cou r se  w i l l  b e  done  by  s t u den t s ,  t u t o r s  and  

a s s i s t an t s  f r om  p r ov i de r  and  con sume r  un i ve r s i t i e s .  
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 F i n a l l y,  t h e  ma i n t enan ce  o f  t h e  c ou r s e  w i l l  b e  p r ov i d ed  a f t e r  h av i ng  
t he  a s s e s smen t  r e su l t s  w i t h  t he  ma i n t enan ce ,  t h e re  w i l l  b e  a  r e v i s i on  o f  t h e  
ma t e r i a l s  and  p r o cedu r e s ,  and  t h e  l a s t  bu t  n o t  t h e  l e a s t ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  
r e v i s i on  o f  t h e  me thodo l ogy.  

 
 



Board of European Students of Technology 
– BEST Symposium on Education, Bucharest – 

 

 
Document date: 2006-Oct-20  Report – 16 of 20   
 

The Outcomes from EIE-Surveyor Day 
 
Th i s  l a s t  d ay  o f  d i s cu s s i on s  was  e n t i r e l y  ded i c a t ed  t o  E I E -Su r veyo r  

Thema t i c  Ne two r k  p r opo se s .  The  two  p re sen t  e xpe r t s  f r om  E IE -Su r veyo r  
p r e sen t e d  t h e  Thema t i c  Ne two r k  and  de l i v e r ed  a  p r e sen t a t i on  abou t  t h e  
d i s cu s s i on  t op i c s  t h a t  was  f o l l owed  by  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i o n s .  

 
Th e  d i s cu s s i on s  we r e  f o cu sed  on  qua l i t y  i n  Eu r opean  Edu ca t i on  A r ea  and  

mob i l i t y,  t h e  s t u den t s  p r e s en ted  t he  ou t c omes  o f  t he  d i s c u s s i on  on  a  d eba t e  
mode l  we re  ea ch  g roup  p r e sen t  t h e i r  a r gumen t s  t o  t h e  en t i r e  aud i en ce .  

EIE-Surveyor 
 

E I E -Su r veyo r -  r e f e r en ce  po i n t  f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  and  i n f o rma t i on  eng in ee r i n g  
i n  Eu r ope -  h a s  a s  o b j e c t i v e s  p r odu c i ng  r e f l e c t i on  on  gene r i c  c ompe t en ce s  
and  sub je c t - s pe c i f i c  c ompe t en ce s  i n  E l e c t r i c a l  and  In fo rma t i on  Eng in ee r i n g  
( E I E ) ,  t h e  imp l emen ta t i on  o f  qu a l i t y  a s s e s smen t  me thodo l og i e s  on  s om e  
edu ca t i ona l  r e sou r c e s  ava i l a b l e  i n  E I E ,  a s  we l l  a s  r e f l e c t i on  and  p r opo s i t i on  
o f  a  me thodo l ogy  f o r  a c c r ed i t a t i on ,  i n  o r de r  t o  enhance  c ompa rab i l i t y  a nd  
c ommon  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c edu r e s  and  p ropos i t i on  o f  a  c en su s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
cu r r i c u l a  i n  E I E  i n  Eu r ope ,  t h e  mu l t i n a t i ona l  d eg r e e s ,  and  t he  s i t u a t i on  o f  
t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna -p ro c e s s  i n  E I E ,  a t  t h e  ba che l o r,  mas t e r  
and  PhD  l e v e l s .  

 
E I E  Su r veyo r  t a r ge t s  t h r ough  t h e se  ob j e c t i ve s  p r o f e s s i on a l  eng i n ee r i n g  

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  L i f e  L ong  Le a rn i n g  i n s t i t u t i on s ,  s t u den t s ,  t e a che r s ,  l e a r n e r s  
and  a c c r ed i t a t i on  boa r d s .  

 
Th e  e xpe c t ed  ou t pu t s  a r e  u pda t i n g  o f  t h e  monog raph  on  t h e  deg r ees  and  

i n t e r n a t i ona l  d eg r ee s  ava i l a b l e  i n  E I E  i n  Eu r ope ,  gu i de l i n e s  f o r  c on t en t s  a s  
gene r i c  c ompe t en ce s  and  sub j e c t - s pec i f i c  c ompe t en ce s  i n  E I E ,  em i t t i n g  a  
gu i d e l i n e  f o r  a  p r opo s i t i on  fo r  an  a c c r ed i t a t i o n  me t hodo l og y,  t oge the r  w i t h  a  
c en su s  on  e x i s t i n g  a c c r ed i t a t i on  b oa r d s  and  me thodo l og i e s ,  med i a t h eque  o f  
s e l e c t e d  pedagog i c a l  r e s ou r c e s  a va i l a b l e  i n  E I E ,  w i t h  a  qua l i t y  a s s e s smen t .  

  
Th e se  a r e  t o  be  a c h i e ved  by  app l i c a t i on  o f  t h e  t un i n g  me thodo l og y  t o  

E I E ,  t o  i d en t i f y  c ompe t en ce s ,  ob se r va t o r y  on  t h e  deg re e s  a va i l a b l e  i n  E I E  i n  
Eu r ope ,  and  s t a t e  o f  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna - p r o ce s s ,  qu a l i t y  
a s s e s smen t  o f  s ome  r e sou r c e s  i n  E I E  a va i l a b l e  t h r ough  i n t e r n e t ,  an a l y s i s  o f  
e x i s t i n g  a c c r ed i t a t i on  p r o c edu re s ,  p r opo s i t i on  o f  a  me thodo l ogy.  

  
Fo r  mo re  i n f o rma t i on  p l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  webs i t e :  
 
h t t p : / /www.e i e - su r veyo r. o r g /  

 

Group 1 
 
Th e  h a rmon i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  cu r r i c u l a  deg re e s  on  a  Eu r opean  l e ve l  wa s  

po i n t ed  ou t  a s  p r i o r i t y  i s s u e  e spe c i a l l y  i n  wha t  c on ce rn  mob i l i t y  p r og r ams .  
The  h a rmon i z a t i on  o f  t h e  cu r r i c u l a  deg r ee s  w i l l  i n c r ea se  t he  qua l i t y  o f  a  
mob i l i t y  p r og ram .  A  un i ve r s i t y  w i l l  u nde r s t and  ea s i l y  w i t c h  d i s c i p l i n e s  t he  
s t uden t s  s h ou l d  h ave  t o  t a ke ,  i n t eg ra t i n g  s t u den t s  i n  a  mos t  app r op r i a t e d  
p r og r am  adap t i n g  i t  p r ope r l y  t o  e a ch  s t uden t  n e ed s .  The  t y p i c a l l y  
bu r e au c rac y  n o rma l l y  a s so c i a t ed  t o  mob i l i t y  p r og rams  w i l l  d e c r ea se  and  w i l l  
b r i n g  a  l o t  o f  b ene f i t s  f o r  t h e  one s  who  w i sh  t o  wo r k  ab r oad .  
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To  a ch i e ve  a  Eu r opean  h a rmon i z a t i on  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  wou l d  c au s e  

c omp l i c a t ed  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I t  i s  an  i s s u e  t h a t  i s  n o t  e ven  e a s y  t o  d ea l  i n  a  
n a t i on a l  pe r spe c t i ve  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  huge  d i f f e r en ce s  be tween  educa t i on a l  
i n s t i t u t i on s  i n s i d e  t h e  s ame  coun t r y.  A t  an  i n t e r n a t i on a l  l e ve l  wou ld  c au se  
much  mo re  ob s t a c l e s .  I t  wa s  f o cu sed  by  t h e  p a r t i c i p an t s  t h a t  t h e se  i s su e s  
c an  be  ab l e  t o  s e t  u p  and  imp l emen t  i n  t e chn i c a l  a r e a s ,  a l t h ough  i n  
human i s t i c  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  much  mo re  c omp l i c a t e d .  

 
A  c ommon  s t r a t e gy  r e spe c t i n g  t he  c oun t r i e s  d i f f e r en ce s  shou l d  he l p  t o  

c r ea t e  a  s t a t emen t  t h a t  s h ou l d  de s c r i b e  wha t  t h e  s t u den t s  n eed  t o  be  an  
eng in ee r.  Th i s  s t a t emen t  s h ou l d  t r adu ce  t he  qua l i t y  i n  Eu r opean  e du ca t i on  
a r ea .  

 
Fo r  qu a l i t y  a s s e s sm en t  f o r  Eu r opean  edu ca t i on  i t  i s  impo r t an t  t o  c r e a t e  a  

c ommon  f r amewo r k  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c coun t  t h e  qua l i t y  o f  p edagog i c a l l y  and  
t e chn i c a l  i s s u e s .  An  i n dependen t  body  shou l d  r e so l v e  t h a t  a s s e s smen t ,  
e va l u a t i n g  t h e  s t u den t s  and  c ompan i e s  f e edba c k  and  compa r i n g  mode l s ,  
s t r u c t u r e s  and  l abo ra t o r i e s ,  emphas i s i n g  t h e  impo r t an ce  o f  r e s ea r ch .  

 
The  mos t  r e l e van t  a spe c t s  emphas i s ed  b y  s t u den t s  when  t he y  p l an  t o  

make  a  mob i l i t y  p r og ram  a r e :  
 

•  Cu l t u r e ;  
•  Peop l e ;  
•  F i n an c i a l  s t a t u s ;  
•  Fee s  and  
•  Soc i a l  p a r t .  

 
Th e  ma j o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  a  s t u den t s  c an  f i n d  when  t a k i n g  a  mob i l i t y  

p r og ram  a r e  r e l a t ed  w i t h  t h e  t e chn i c a l  d i f f e r en ce s ,  cu l t u ra l  a nd  s o c i a l  
h ab i t s ,  c u s t oms  d i f f e r en ce s ,  l a nguage ,  un i ve r s i t y  bu r eau c ra c y  and  
i n t eg ra t i on .  

 
Th e  s t u den t s  found  t h e  web  po r t a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  a  ve r y  u se fu l  t oo l ,  

t h e y  c on s i d e r e d  t h e  c on t en t  o f  t h e  un i ve r s i t y  p r og ram  a s  i mpo r t an t  
i n f o rma t i on  ava i l ab l e  bu t  no t  enough .  I t  wa s  a l s o  c on s i d e r ed  c r u c i a l  
a va i l a b l e  a r ea s :  

 
•  F r equen t l y  a s ked  que s t i on s  a r ea ;  
•  The  c on t a c t  i n fo rma t i on  o f  c on t a c t  p e r son  o f  t h e  d i f f e r en t  

edu ca t i on  i n s t i t u t i on s ;  
•  L i n k s  t o  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t u den t s  c ou l d  r e a ch  t h e  

p r og rams  a t  t h e  ho s t  un i ve r s i t y  web  page ;  
•  Soc i a l  a s pe c t s  and  
•  Con t a c t s  o f  s t u den t s  t h a t  t oo k  pa r t  i n  a  mob i l i t y  p r og ram  i n  t h a t  

un i ve r s i t y.  
 
Howeve r  s t u den t s  found  t h i s  p r o j e c t  c omp l i c a t e d  i n  wha t  c on ce rn s  

u pda t ed  i n fo rma t i on ;  t h ey  have  s ome  doub t s  i f  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s  w i l l  u pda t e  
t h e  i n f o rma t i on  f r e quen t l y.  
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Group 2 
 
Th e  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i on  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  qua l i t y  o f  t h e  

cu r r i c u l a  on  Eu r opean  l e ve l .  Th e  s t u den t s  t h ough t  t h a t  i t  c ou l d  be  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  r e a ch  h a rmony  when  c on s i d e r i n g  t h e  cu r r i c u l a  a t  t h e  Eu r opean  l e ve l .  
D i f f i c u l t i e s  c an  o c cu r  e ven  i n  t h e  s ame  coun t r y,  e spe c i a l l y  when  s t u den t s  
wan t  t o  en t e r  t o  a  mas t e r  p r og ram  on  ano t h e r  f i e l d  t h an  t h e i r  p r e v i ou s  
s t ud i e s .  A  c ommon  p r ob l em  t h a t  r i s e s  i s  r e cogn i t i on  o f  t h e  c r e d i t s .  

 
Fo r  qu a l i t y  a s s e s smen t  o f  Eu ropean  educa t i on  i t  i s  impo r t an t  t o  know  how  

many  s t uden t s  ge t  emp l oyed  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d  a f t e r  g radua t i n g  and  a l s o  how  
a t t r a c t i ve  i s  t h e  un i ve r s i t y  f o r  f o r e i gn  s t u den t s .  A l s o  t h e  qua l i t y  o f  
l a bo ra t o r i e s  i s  an  impo r t an t  f a c t o r  when  e va l u a t i n g  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s .  

 
I n  o r de r  t o  a ch i e ve  t h e  qua l i t y  i t  i s  f i r s t  impo r t an t  t o  make  a  s u r ve y  

abou t  wha t  k i n d s  o f  p r ob l ems  t h e  un i ve r s i t y  i s  f a c i n g .  B e s i de  i n t e r n a l  
e va l u a t i on  t he  e va l u a t i on  shou l d  a l s o  i n c l u de  op i n i on s  f r om  t h e  peop l e  
ou t s i d e  t he  un i v e r s i t y  i n  o r de r  t o  ge t  mo re  ob j e c t i v e  r e su l t s .  I t  wou l d  b e  
good  i f  u n i v e r s i t i e s  wou l d  h ave  a  pe r s on s  emp l o yed  who  a r e  wo r k i n g  on  t he  
qua l i t y  i s s u e s  and  on  i s s u e s  how  t o  imp rove  i t .  

 
Th e  qua l i t y  o f  t h e  edu ca t i on  i s  impo r t an t  when  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  un i ve r s i t y  t o  

s t ud y  ab r oad .  Tak i n g  t he  mob i l i t y  ab r oad  depends  a l s o  on  t h e  f e e  o f  s t u d i e s  
and  ag r eemen t s  be tween  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s .  Mos t  a t t r a c t i ve  p l a ce s  t o  go  and  
s t ud y  ab road  we r e  n amed  t o  be  No r t he r n  Eu r ope ,  Ne th e r l a nd s ,  Ge rmany,  bu t  
a l s o  s ou t he rn  c oun t r i e s .  S t u dy i n g  i n  ano t he r  c on t i n en t  l i k e  i n  J apan  and  New  
Zea l and  i s  a l s o  c on s i d e r ed  i f  t h e r e  wou l d  be  a  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  ge t  a  
s c ho l a r sh i p .  

 
When  sh a r i n g  t h e  op i n i on  abou t  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  (US )  edu ca t i on a l  

s y s t em  compa r ed  t o  t h e  Eu r opean  one ,  i t  wa s  po i n t ed  ou t  t h a t  s t u den t s  h ave  
qu i t e  o f t en  l a c k  o f  i n fo rma t i on  abou t  s t u d i e s  i n  USA .  The  Eu r opean  p r og rams  
a r e  p r omo t ed  much  mo re .  I t  a l s o  depends  on  t h e  un i v e r s i t y.  Some  
un i ve r s i t i e s  h ave  pa r t n e r  un i v e r s i t i e s  ou t s i d e  Eu r ope  and  a l s o  e x change  
p r og rams  t o  t h o se  un i ve r s i t i e s .   

 
Ra i s i n g  awa r enes s  abou t  mob i l i t y  p r og rams  l i k e  E ra smus  among  s t uden t s  

depends  i n  a  g r e a t  e x t en t  on  a  un i v e r s i t y.  I n  s ome  un i ve r s i t i e s  t h e y  a re  
p r omo ted  by  f l y e r s ,  po s t e r s  and  w i t h  i n f o  mee t i n g s .   I n  s ome  un i ve r s i t i e s  
t h e  s t u den t s  ge t  e -ma i l s  abou t  s t u d i e s  ab r oad  and  a l s o  i n f o rma t i on  f r om  
E ra smus  s t u den t s  t hemse l v e s  was  c on s i de r ed  a s  a  good  p r omo t i on .  Howeve r,  
i t  wa s  po i n t ed  ou t  t h a t  t h e  i n f o rma t i on  abou t  mob i l i t y  p r og rams  cou l d  be  
mo re  v i s i b l e .  I n  s ome  ca se s  you  r ea l l y  h ave  t o  k now  whe re  t o  l o ok  fo r  t h e  
i n f o rma t i on .  The  p romo t i n g  ma te r i a l s  s h ou l d  be  c l e a r  and  s imp l e .  The  ma in  
i n f o rma t i on  shou l d  i n c l u de  t h e  app l i c a t i on  dead l i n e  and  l i n k  t o  t he  web  
page ,  whe re  mo re  i n fo rma t i o n  i s  u p l oaded .  

 
Ge t t i n g  a c cep t ed  t o  E ra smus  p r og ram  can  be  c omp l i c a t e d  f o r  many  

s t uden t s .  The  g rade s  and  l anguage  s k i l l s  a r e  one  o f  t h e  ma in  t h i n g s  
e va l u a t e d  i n  t h e  a c cep t an ce  p r o ce s s .  Some  un i ve r s i t i e s  h ave  e ven  t he i r  own  
p r e - s e l e c t i on  p r o cedu r e s  due  t o  h i gh  numbe r  o f  app l i c an t s .  The  g ran t  
amoun t  g i v en  t o  s t u den t s  c an  a l s o  b e  i n  a c co r dan ce  t o  t h e  r an k i n g  o f  
s t uden t s  who  wan t  t o  go  and  do  t h e  mob i l i t y  c ou r s e .  Qu i t e  o f t en  s t u den t s  
mu s t  f i n d  e x t ra  fund i n g  i n  o r de r  t o  go  ab r oad .  

 
The  g ene ra l  op i n i on  abou t  t h e  que s t i onna i r e  t h a t  i s  wo r ked  ou t  b y  E IE -

Su r veyo r,  i n  o r de r  t o  ge t  f e edbac k  f r om  s t uden t s  abou t  t h e  mob i l i t y,  wa s  
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t h a t  i t  n eed s  f u r t h e r  wo r k .  The  fo rmu l a t i on  o f  t h e  que s t i on s  c ou l d  be  
imp roved .  E spe c i a l l y  t h e  que s t i on  abou t  i f  t h e  s t u den t  h a s  e ve r  done  a  
mob i l i t y  c ou r s e  wa s  n o t  c l e a r.  Mo reove r,  t h e  s t r u c tu r e  o f  t h e  E ra smus  
que s t i on s  sh ou l d  be  ch anged .  I t  sh ou l d  b e  c l e a r  i f  s t u den t  s peak s  abou t  
“ ye s ”  and  i f  “ n o ”  t o  t h e  a s ked  que s t i on .  The  s t anda rd i z ed  an swe r s  s h ou l d  
end  w i t h  a  box  whe r e  a  s t uden t  c ou l d  “ add  s ome th i n g  e l s e ”.   Some t imes  i t  
wa s  h a rd  t o  s e e  whe r e  t o  pu t  c r o s s e s .  

 
S t u den t s  we re  po s i t i v e  abou t  t h e  web  po r t a l  t o o l ,  wh i ch  wou l d  p r e s en t  a l l  

mas t e r  p rog rams  t ha t  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s .  Howeve r,  t h e r e  we re  
doub t s  abou t  whe th e r  i t  wou l d  r e a l l y  wo r k  ou t  s i n c e  t h e  p r og rams  c an  
ch ange  o f t en  and  upda t i n g  o f  a l l  c h ange s  c an  be  d i f f i c u l t .  
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