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Abstract -  Summary 
 

A  BEST  Sympos i um  on  Edu ca t i on  i s  a  pub l i c  e ven t  o f  t he  Boa rd  o f  
Eu r opean  S t uden t s  o f  Te chno l ogy.  Th i s  e ven t  c r e a t e s  a  f o r um  i n  wh i ch  
s t uden t s  f r om  a l l  ove r  Eu r ope  c an  mee t  fo r  on e  week ,  and  s t a t e  t h e i r  
op i n i on s  on  ho t  t op i c s  o f  edu ca t i on  du r i n g  r ound - t ab l e  d i s cu s s i o n s .  The  
ou t comes  o f  t h e  s ympos i a  w i l l  b e  b r ough t  t o  t he  de c i s i on -make r s ,  s o  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l  h ave  t h e  po s s i b i l i t y  o f  l i s t en i n g  t o  t h e  s t u den t s ’  p o i n t  o f  v i ew  
be fo r e  c hang i n g  t h e  c on cep t  o f  e du ca t i on .  
 

Th e  Edu ca t i ona l  Comm i t t e e  o f  B EST  ( EduCo )  and  Lo ca l  B EST  G roup  Lv i v  
o r gan i s ed  a  Sympos i um  on  Edu ca t i on  on  t h e  t op i c  o f  “Na t i on a l  and  I n t e r -
Eu r opean  ch a l l e nge s  i n  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  Imp l emen t a t i on ”.  The  e ven t  a imed  
t o  ga t h e r  s t u den t s ’  f e e dback  on  t h e  b i gge s t  edu ca t i on a l  r e fo rm  t ak i ng  p l a c e  
i n  Eu r ope :  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  ( BP ) .  The  pu r po se  o f  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  i s  
t o  c r e a t e  a  c ommon  a r ea  o f  h i gh e r  e du ca t i on  b y  2010  w i t h  t h e  v i ew  t o  
h a rmon i z e  a c adem i c  deg r ee  s t anda rds  and  qua l i t y  a s su ran ce  s t anda rd s  
t h r oughou t  Eu r ope  and  t o  imp rove  t h e  c ompe t i t i v e ne s s  and  a t t r a c t i vene s s  o f  
Eu r opean  un i ve r s i t i e s .  

 
Th e  p r o ce s s  i t s e l f  i s  a l r e ady  i n  i t s  h a l fway,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  many  

ch a l l e nge s  t o  ove r come  i n  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  p r oc e s s .  The  e xe cu t i on  o f  t h e  
s e t  o f  r e fo rms  i s  up  t o  e a ch  c oun t r y  and  t h e  app roache s  c an  be  d i ve r s e  due  
t o  d i f f e r e n t  r e a son s ,  s u ch  a s  due  t o  d i f f e r en t  s t a r t i n g  po i n t s  i n  t ime ,  
d i f f e r en t  p r i o r i t i e s  and  i n vo l vemen t .  Howeve r,  i n  o r de r  t o  a ch i e ve  t h e  goa l  
and  s e t  up  a  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  Educa t i on  A r ea  b y  2010  i t  i s  e s s en t i a l  t h a t  a l l  
o f  t h e  c oun t r i e s  i n vo l v ed  wou l d  c on s i d e r  h ow  t o  i mp rove  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  
p r o ce s s .  One  o f  t h e  impo r t an t  a spe c t s  h e r e  i s  t o  ga t h e r  a s  much  fe edback  a s  
po s s i b l e  f r om  d i f f e r en t  s t a keho l de r s  i n  t h i s  p r o ce s s .  He r e ,  t h e  s t u den t s  
s h ou l d  be  c on s i d e red  a s  one  o f  t h e  impo r t an t  s t a keho l d e r s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  
s t uden t s  a r e  t h e  t a r ge t  g r oup  o f  t h e  de s i gn e r s  o f  h i gh e r  edu ca t i on ,  t h e  one s  
t h a t  e xpe r i en ce  t h r ough  t he i r  s t u d i e s  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  B P.  

 
The  goa l  o f  t h i s  e ven t  wa s  t o  make  t he  s t u den t s  f r om  d i f f e r en t  

un i ve r s i t i e s  mo re  awa re  o f  t h e  who l e  p r o ce s s ,  and  d i s cu s s  abou t  t h e  
po s s i b l e  c h a l l e nge s  and  con ce rn s  appea r i n g  i n  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  p ro ce s s .   
 

Th e  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i on s  we r e  d i v i d ed  unde r  t h r ee  d i f f e r en t  t op i c s .  The  
f i r s t  d i s cu s s i on  day  a imed  t o  g i ve  t he  s t u den t s  an  i n s i gh t  t o  t h e  B o l ogna  
P r o ce s s  i n  gene ra l  and  t o  ana l y s e  t h e  deve l opmen t  o f  n ew  deg r ee  s t r u c t u r e  
and  c r e d i t  s y s t em .  The  s e cond  d i s c u s s i on  day  c ove r ed  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
c h a l l e nge s  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  p r o ce s s ,  and  i n  t he  l a s t  d i s cu s s i on  
day  t h e  s t u den t s ’  i d ea s  abou t  h ow  t o  e nhan ce  t h e  a t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  t h e  
Eu r opean  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i o n  A r ea  we r e  ga t h e r ed  and  ana l y s ed .  
 

The  ou t comes  f r om  th e  d i s cu s s i on s  r e ve a l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many  
imp rovemen t s  t o  be  done  i n  o r de r  t o  fu l f i l  a l l  t h e  r equ i r emen t s  s t a t ed  i n  t h e  
a c t i on  l i n e s  i n  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s .  P rob l ems  w i t h  new  c r ed i t  s y s t ems  and  
deg r ee  c yc l e s ,  s t u den t  mob i l i t y  and  qua l i t y  a s su ran ce  a r e  appa r en t  i n  many  
un i ve r s i t i e s  i n  Eu r ope .  Mo reove r,  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e re  i s  a  l a c k  o f  s t u den t  i n vo l v emen t  i n  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  p r o ce s s ,  ma i n l y  
be cau se  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  s t u den t s  i s  unde r e s t ima t ed  b y  o th e r  s t a ke  h o l de r s .  
Hope fu l l y  t h i s  w i l l  b e  t a ken  unde r  c on s i d e ra t i on  i n  t h e  n ea r  fu t u r e ,  a nd  t he  
r e su l t s  o f  t h i s  s ympos i um  w i l l  b e  f ound  a s  va l u ab l e  f e edback  fo r  t h e  de c i s i on  
make r s  i n  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s .  
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1. Outl ine of the symposium 

1.1 Background 
 

I n  1999 ,  Eu r opean  Commi s s i o n  i n i t i a t ed  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s ,  a s  
t h e  edu ca t i on  m in i s t e r s  f r om  a r ound  30  Eu r opean  c oun t r i e s  s i gn ed  t h i s  j o i n t  
d e c l a ra t i on  i n  o r de r  t o  e s t ab l i s h  a  Eu r opean  A r ea  o f  H i g he r  E du ca t i on  b y  
2010 .  Thu s ,  t h e  a im  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  was  t o  c r ea t e  a  c ommon  f r amewo r k  i n  
Eu r ope  i n  o r de r  t o  make  t he  va r i ou s  n a t i on a l  h i gh e r  edu ca t i o n  s y s t ems  t o  
c onve rge  t owa rd s  a  mo re  t ran spa r en t  s y s t em  i n  o r de r  t o  en cou rage  t h e  
mob i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t u den t s ,  a c adem i c s  and  r e s e a r che r s .  
Neve r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  h ave  been  many  ch a l l e nge s  i n  t h e  coun t r i e s  t h a t  a r e  
i n vo l ved  i n  t h i s  p r o ce s s .  Obv i ou s l y  t h e re  i s  a  va s t  va r i e t y  o f  t h e  app roa che s  
t owa rd s  t h e  n a t i ona l  imp l emen t a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  s i gn i f i c an t  c h ange s  
i n  t h e  eng i n e e r i n g  edu ca t i on  du r i n g  t h e  l a s t  ye a r s .  Thes e  c h a l l e nge s  a r e  
g r e a t e r  f o r  t h e  c oun t r i e s  t h a t  j o i n ed  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s  a f t e r  1999 .   
 
Howeve r,  i n  o rd e r  t o  ove r come  t he se  ch a l l e nge s  and  imp rove  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
o f  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  p r o c e s s ,  a l l  r e l a t ed  and  i n t e r e s t ed  s t a keho l de r s  mu s t  
be  a c t i ve l y  i n vo l ved  i n  i t ,  n ame l y  t he  s t u den t s .  
 
Th e  Edu ca t i o n a l  Commi t t e e  o f  BEST  (B oa rd  o f  Eu ropean  S t uden t s  o f  
Te chno l ogy )  a ims  t o  g i ve  r egu l a r  s t uden t s  an  oppo r t un i t y  t o  s h a r e  t he i r  
i d ea s  and  v i s i o n s  on  h i ghe r  e du ca t i on ,  and  t o  h ave  t h e i r  vo i c e  hea r d  a t  
h i ghe r  l e ve l .  Th i s  i s  done  by  t h e  i n vo l v emen t  o f  d i f f e r en t  p r o j e c t s  and  
p r og rams  o r gan i s ed  b y  t h e  Eu r opean  Un i on  and  o t h e r  In s t i t u t i on s  and  wh i ch  
a r e  i n  a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  imp rovemen t  o f  t h e  qua l i t y  and  va l u e  o f  
eng i n ee r i ng  e du ca t i o n  i n  Eu r ope .  
 
A  BEST  Sympos i um  on  Edu ca t i on ,  o r gan i s ed  t oge t h e r  w i t h  BEST  Educa t i on a l  
Commi t t e e  and  one  l o c a l  B EST  g r oup ,  i s  an  e du ca t i o n a l  B EST  even t ,  whe re  
s t uden t s  t a ke  pa r t  i n  d i s cu s s i o n s  and  have  t he  oppo r t un i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  
own  i d ea s  on  e du ca t i o n a l  ma t t e r s .  The se  e ven t s  l a s t  u su a l l y  f o r  a  week  and  
ga t h e r  twen t y  t o  t h i r t y  s t u den t s  f r om  d i f f e r en t  pa r t s  o f  Eu r ope .  
 
A  Sympos i um  con s i s t s  o f  d a i l y  s pee ches  and  p r e sen t a t i on s ,  wh i ch  a r e  g i ven  
by  p r o f e s s o r s  o r  o t he r  p r o fe s s i on a l s  wo r k i n g  c l o s e l y  on  t h e  d i s cu s sed  t heme ,  
and  a r e  t hen  f o l l owed  by  d i s cu s s i on  g r oup s  whe r e  e a ch  t op i c  i s  h and l ed  f r om  
va r i ou s  a spe c t s  i n  o r de r  t o  b r i n g  u p  t he  d i f f e r en t  v i ews  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s .  
The  conc l u s i on s  and  r e su l t s  o f  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i on s  a r e  t hen  ga t h e r ed  and  
summed  up  i n t o  r epo r t s  wh i ch  p r e sen t  t h e  op i n i on s  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i pan t s  and  
o f f e r  h i n t s  o r  p r oposa l s  on  wha t  k i nd  o f  de ve l opmen t  and / o r  imp rovemen t  
c ou l d  be  made  c on ce rn i n g  t h e  t op i c  a t  h and .  Su ch  r epo r t s  a r e  c on sequen t l y  
f o rwa rded  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t ed  s t a keho l de r s  i n  educa t i on ,  o r  d i r e c t l y  p r e sen t e d  
b y  BEST  membe r s  i n  edu ca t i on a l - r e l a t ed  c on fe r en ce s  a r ound  Eu r ope .  
 
I n  Sep t embe r  2 006  BEST  o r gan i s ed  a  Sympos i um  i n  Lv i v,  Uk ra i n e ,  w i t h  t he  
t op i c  o f  “Na t i on a l  and  I n t e r - Eu r opean  ch a l l e nges  i n  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  
Imp l emen t a t i on ”,  whe r e  ch a l l e nge s  o f  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  imp l emen t a t i on  
we re  d i s c u s s ed  f r om  t h e  s t uden t s ’  p o i n t  o f  v i ew  t oge t h e r  w i t h  t h e  a c adem i c s  
and  e xpe r t s  on  edu ca t i on a l  i s s u e s .   
 

1.2 Aim of the event 
 
Th e  ma i n  ob j e c t i ve s  o f  t h e  BEST  Sympo s i um  on  Edu ca t i on  i n  Lv i v  we r e  t o :  
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•  Ra i s e  t h e  awa rene s s  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s  among  s t u den t s .  
•  Eva l u a t e  t he  ch a l l e nge s  and  e f fo r t s  o f  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  t h e  BP  i n  

t h e  s t u den t s ’  h ome  un i ve r s i t i e s  and  t o  p r ov i d e  t h e  va r i ou s  s t a keho l de r s  
w i t h  t h e i r  va l u ab l e  f e edback  and  i d ea s .  

•  G i ve  s t u den t s  t h e  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  d i s cu s s  on  edu ca t i o na l  i s s u e s  and  ge t t i n g  
t h e i r  f ee dback  and  i d ea s .  

 

1.3 Overview of the academic schedule 
 
Th e  BEST  Sympos i um  on  Educa t i on  i n  Lv i v  c on s i s t e d  o f  a n  i n t r odu c t i on  day,  
t h r ee  d i s cu s s i o n  day s  and  a  d ay  w i t h  a  c a se  s t u dy.   
 
Du r i n g  t he  i n t r oduc t i on  day  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  we r e  i n t r odu ced  t o  t h e  t op i c  
t h r ough  t h e  p r e sen t a t i on s  g i v en  b y  t h e  a cadem i c s  and  e xpe r t s .  A l s o  gene ra l  
goa l s  and  e xpec t a t i on s  o f  t h e  e ven t  we r e  p r e sen t e d .  A l l  t h e  pa r t i c i pan t s  h ad  
a  c h an ce  t o  h ave  an  ove r v i ew  o f  t h e  i n t r oduc t i on  ma t e r i a l s  p r epa r ed  b y  
BEST  Educa t i on a l  Commi t t e e .  
 
Th e  d i s cu s s i on  day s  we re  f i l l e d  w i t h  t o p i c  i n t r odu c t i on  p r e sen t a t i on s  g i v en  
by  p r o f e s s o r s  o r  o t he r  p r o fe s s i on a l s  wo r k i n g  c l o s e l y  on  t h e  d i s cu s sed  t heme ,  
and  f o l l ow ed  by  d i s c u s s i o n  s e s s i on s  whe r e  ea ch  da i l y  t o p i c  was  h and l ed  f r om 
va r i ou s  a spe c t s  i n  o r de r  t o  b r i n g  u p  t he  d i f f e r en t  v i ews  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s .  
A s  f o r  t h e  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i on s ,  a l l  p a r t i c i p an t s  we r e  d i v i d ed  i n t o  two  g r oup s .  
New  g r oups  we r e  f o rmed  on  e ve r y  d i s cu s s i on  day  i n  o r de r  t o  g i ve  t h e  
s t uden t s  a  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  wo r k  t oge t he r  w i t h  d i f f e r en t  p eop l e .  
 
Th e  t h eme  o f  t h e  even t  “Na t i on a l  and  In t e r - Eu r opean  ch a l l e nge s  i n  B o l ogna  
P r o ce s s  Imp l emen t a t i on ”  was  d i v i d ed  t o  t h r ee  d i f f e r en t  s ub t op i c s ,  whe re  
ea ch  o f  t h em  was  a  t op i c  f o r  a  d i f f e r en t  d i s cu s s i on  day.  The  t op i c s  we r e :   
•  Day  1 :  “ Imp l emen ta t i on  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s :  Compa rab l e  deg r ee s  and  

c r e d i t  s y s t em”.  
•  Day  2 :  “ Imp l emen ta t i on  o f  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s :  Cha l l e nge s  i n  t h e  

c oun t r i e s  t h a t  s i gn  t he  de c l a ra t i on  l a t e r  i n  t ime”.  
•  Day  3 :  “A t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s ”.  
 
Th e  ou t comes  f r om  t he  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i on s  a r e  p r e sen t e d  i n  t h i s  r epo r t .   
 
L a s t  d ay  o f  t h e  a cadem i c  s ch edu l e  c on s i s t ed  o f  a  c a se  s t u dy  unde r  t h e  t op i c  
o f  “ B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  i n  t he  i d ea l  u n i ve r s i t y  f r om  t h e  s t u den t s ’  po i n t  o f  v i ew ”.  
The  t a s k  was  t o  b ra i n s t o rm  and  pu t  down  i d ea s  o f  h ow  an  i d e a l  un i ve r s i t y  
wou l d  l o o k  l i k e  f r om  t he  s t uden t s ’  p o i n t  o f  v i ew.  They  had  t o  c on s i d e r  a l l  
a s pe c t s  o f  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  and  p r e sen t  ke ywo rd s  and  d ra f t  p l an s  on  h ow  t he  
be s t  imp l emen t a t i on  wou l d  l o o k  l i k e .   
 

1.4 People involved 
 
The  s ympos i um  ga the red  peop l e  f r om  d i f f e r en t  a r ea s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  The  
p r o f e s so r s  and  e xpe r t s  g r oup  t ha t  was  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  e ven t  c on s i s t e d  o f  
a cadem i c s  who  a r e  i n vo l v ed  w i t h  edu ca t i on  l o c a l l y  and  a cadem i c s  f r om  o t he r  
Eu r opean  un i ve r s i t i e s ,  who  a r e  a l s o  i n vo l v ed  i n  t h e  wo r k  fo r  Thema t i c  
Ne two r k s  ( TN )  suppo r t e d  b y  t h e  Eu ropean  Commi s s i on .  
 
The r e  we r e  17  pa r t i c i p an t s  f r om  d i f f e r en t  t e chn i c a l  un i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Eu r ope  
i n v i t ed  t o  t a ke  pa r t  i n  t h e  s ympos i um .  The  e ven t  was  a l s o  p r omo ted  among  
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l o c a l  s t u den t s  and  few  s t u den t s  f r om  t he  Lv i v  Po l y t e chn i c  Na t i on a l  
Un i v e r s i t y  t ook  pa r t  i n  t he  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i o n s .  Howeve r,  s i n c e  t h o s e  
s t uden t s  pa r t i c i p a t ed  on l y  i n  f ew  o f  t he  d i s cu s s i o n  s e s s i on s ,  and  n o t  i n  t he  
en t i r e  e ven t ,  t h e i r  n ames  a r e  n o t  l i s t ed  i n  t h i s  r epo r t .  
 
Th e  l i s t  o f  t h e  peop l e  i n vo l v ed  i n  t h e  e ven t  i s  f o l l ow i n g :  
 
B E S T  Educa t i o n a l  C o m m it te e :  

 
A d r i a n a  Ga r boan  ( “Po l i t e hn i c a ”  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  B u cha re s t ,  Roman i a )  
Ma r i - L i i s  Ma r i puu  (Cha lme r s  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Te chno l og y,  Sweden )  

 
P ro f es so rs  a n d  Exper ts :  

 
D r.  Ra shke vy ch  ( Lv i v  Po l y t e chn i c  Na t i ona l  Un i v e r s i t y,  Uk ra i n e )  
D r.  Zb i gn i ew  M ro ze k  ( C ra cow  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Te chno l ogy,  Po l and ;  I n vo l ved  
i n  Thema t i c  Ne two r k  E IE - Su r veyo r )  
D r.  O l i v i e r  B onnaud  (Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Renne s  1 ,  F ran ce ;  I n vo l ved  i n  Thema t i c  
Ne two r k  E IE - Su r veyo r ;  P r e s i d en t  o f  E I E  F r en ch  Un i ve r s i t y  Na t i on a l  
Counc i l )   

 
Pa r t i c i p a n ts :  

 
A de r  Bu r i t y  da  S i l va  ( Te chn i c a l  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  L i s b o n ;  Po r t u ga l )  
E r i c  Dub r eu i l  (Na t i on a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  App l i e d  S c i e n ce s ;  F ran ce )  
J e k a t e r i n a  G l i n s k a j a  (Ta l l i n n  Te chn i c a l  Un i ve r s i t y ;  E s t on i a )  
J oao  Gomes  ( New  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  L i s b on ;  Po r t u ga l )  
L e ven t  I b rah imog l u  ( I s t anbu l  Te chn i c a l  Un i v e r s i t y ;  Tu r key )  
J a sm i n a  J akop i c  (Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ma r i bo r ;  S l o ven i a )  
Ma r i j a  J e l i c  (Un i v e r s i t y  o f  B e l g rade ;  Se r b i a )  
Ma r k  J onas  ( S l o va k  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Te chno l og y,  S l o va k i a )  
Na t a l y  Kad i r ova  (U ra l s  S t a t e  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ra i lway  Tran spo r t ,  Ru s s i an  
Fede ra t i on )  
I gna c i o  Mungu i a  (Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Va l l ado l i d ,  Spa i n )  
Tanya  Re she tn i kova  (U ra l s  S t a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Ra i lway  Tran spo r t ,  Ru s s i an  
Fede ra t i on )  
M i h ae l a  Ro t a r u  (Te chn i c a l  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  C l u j -Napoca ,  Roman i a )  
Ka t a r z yna  Sobo t k a  (Wa r saw  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Te chno l ogy,  Po l and )  
Ru i  Se ca  (Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Po r t o ,  Po r t u ga l )  
P r imoz  Tr i l a r  (Un i ve r s i t y  o f  L j u b l j an a ,  S l oven i a )  
Ca rmen  No l e  ( Po l i t e chn i c  o f  M i l a n ,  I t a l y )  
S t ephan  W i t o s z yn sk y j  (V i enna  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Te chno l ogy,  Au s t r i a )  
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2. Discussion day 1: “Implementation of the Bologna 
Process: Comparable degrees and Credit System” 

2.1 Introduction 
 
Th e  a im  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i on  day  was  t o  g i ve  t h e  s t u den t s  an  i n s i gh t  t o  t h e  
imp l emen ta t i on  o f  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s .  The  goa l  wa s  t o  an a l y s e  t he  
de ve l opmen t  o f  n ew  deg r ee  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  e a s i l y  r e adab l e  and  compa rab l e  
deg r ee s  and  t h e  e s t ab l i s hmen t  o f  a  s y s t em  o f  c r ed i t s .   
 
I n  t he  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i on  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  d i s c u s sed  f i r s t  abou t  t he  
awa r enes s  o f  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  among  s t uden t s  and  ana l y s ed  t h e  s i t u a t i on  o f  
t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  i n  d i f f e r e n t  u n i ve r s i t i e s  i n  Eu r ope .  They  s h a red  t h e i r  
op i n i on s  and  i d ea s  abou t  t h e  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  Educa t i on  A r ea  and  t a l ked  
abou t  i t s  b ene f i t s  and  d rawback s .   
 
S e cond l y  t he  s t u den t s  d i s cu s sed  abou t  t h e  s y s t em  o f  s t u dy  c yc l e s  and  
c r ed i t s  i n  t h e i r  u n i ve r s i t i e s .  The  impo r t an ce  o f  t h e  D i p l oma  Supp l emen t  and  
ECTS  c r ed i t  s y s t em  was  ana l y s ed .   
 

2.2 Outcomes from the discussion session 
 
The  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  t h e  B o l ogna  P r o ce s s  h a s  s t a r t e d  d i f f e r en t l y  f o r  
d i f f e r en t  un i ve r s i t i e s  i n  d i f f e r en t  c oun t r i e s  and  t h e  awa rene s s  o f  t h e  BP  
among  s t uden t s  s eems  t o  d i f f e r  a  l o t  a s  we l l .  Many  o f  t h em  know  abou t  t h e  
c h ange s  done  i n  t h e i r  un i v e r s i t i e s ,  s u ch  a s  ch ange s  i n  t h e  s t u dy  c y c l e s ,  
i n t r oduc i ng  t h e  n ew  c r ed i t  s y s t em  and  imp rovemen t  i n  t h e  mob i l i t y  o f  
s t uden t s .  Howeve r  i n  s ome  coun t r i e s  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  goe s  v e r y  s l ow l y  
and  i s  i n  t h e  ve r y  beg i nn i ng  o f  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p r o ce s s ,  and  t h e r e fo r e  t h e  
awa r ene s s  o f  s t u den t s  i s  v e r y  l ow.  Fo r  many  s t u den t s ,  f o r  e xamp l e  f r om  t he  
un i ve r s i t i e s  i n  Tu r key,  Ru s s i an  Fede ra t i on  and  Uk ra i ne ,  j o i n i n g  t he  BP  
de c l a ra t i on  h a s  n o t  made  any  c h ange s  i n  t h e i r  a cadem i c  l i f e  s o  f a r.  I n  
Uk ra i n e  t h e  mob i l i t y  o f  s t u den t s  s e ems  t o  be  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  du e  t o  f i n an c i a l  
p r ob l ems .  In  Ru s s i an  Fede ra t i on  t h e r e  s eem  t o  be  a l s o  p r ob l ems  due  t o  t h e  
e conom i c a l  a nd  po l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i on s .  The  s t u den t s  a l s o  s ee  a  p r ob l e m  w i t h  
adap t i ng  t he  t e a che r s  t o  t h e  n ew  way  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  wh i ch  c an  t a ke  a  v e r y  
l o ng  t ime .  
 
Howeve r,  many  o f  t h e  s t uden t s  ag r eed  t h a t  awa r enes s  o f  t h e  B o l ogna  
P r o ce s s  and  i t s  imp l emen t a t i on  sh ou l d  be  imp roved  and  s t u den t s  sh ou l d  b e  
added  t o  t he  d i s cu s s i on  and  de c i s i on  mak i n g  p r o ce s s .  So  f a r  t h e r e  i s  n o t  
much  i n fo rma t i on  g i ven  ou t  abou t  t h e  ongo i n g  r e fo rm  and  i n  s ome  c a se s  
t he re  s e ems  t o  be  e ven  a  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  f r om  s t u den t s ’  s i d e .  Tho se  
s t uden t s  who  h ave  t he  i n t e r e s t  t o  ge t  mo r e  i n fo rma t i on ,  t h e y  h ave  t o  l o o k  i t  
u p  b y  t h emse l ve s .   
 
A c co r d i n g  t o  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  t h e r e  a r e  many  way s  o f  i n c r ea s i n g  t h e  
awa rene s s  among  s t u den t s  abou t  t h e  BP.  One  i d ea  wou l d  be  i n c l u d i n g  
s t uden t s  mo re  t o  t h e  d i s cu s s i on s  b y  o r gan i z i n g  s ympo s i a ,  c on fe r en ce s ,  e t c .  
A l s o ,  i t  wou l d  be  a  good  i d e a  t o  h ave  a  s pe c i a l  i n f o rma t i on  c en t r e  i n  t h e  
un i ve r s i t y  wh i ch  can  be ,  f o r  e xamp l e ,  an  i n t e r n e t  s i t e  o r  a  f o r um .  The  
i n f o rma t i on  c ou l d  be  a l s o  s p r ead  ou t  b y  un i ve r s i t y  n ewspape r s ,  i n fo rma t i on  
e -ma i l s  a nd  p r e sen t ed  by  t he  p r o fe s so r s  i n  t he  l e c t u r e s .  The y  ag r eed  t h a t  
s p r e ad i n g  t h e  i n fo rma t i on  shou l d  s t a r t  a l r e ady  a t  a  v e r y  ea r l y  s t age  o f  t h e  
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s t uden t s ’  s t u d i e s .  When  g i v i n g  ou t  t h e  i n f o rma t i on  i t  i s  v e r y  impo r t an t  t o  
b r i n g  ou t  t h e  ma i n  po i n t s  r e ga r d i n g  h ow  th e  BP  i n f l u en ce s  t h e  s t u den t s .   
 
When  d i s c u s s i n g  abou t  t h e  advan t age s  and  d i s advan t age s  o f  t h e  c ommon  
Eu ropean  H i ghe r  Educa t i on  A r ea  (EHEA ) ,  t h e  s t u den t s  b r ough t  ou t  t h e  
impo r t an ce  fo r  t h e  t h r ee  ma i n  s t a ke  h o l de r s :  un i v e r s i t i e s ,  c ompan i e s  and  
s t uden t s .  The  ma i n  bene f i t s  o f  t h e  EHEA  fo r  t h e  c ompan i e s  f r om  s t uden t s ’  
p o i n t  wou l d  be  an  open  l a bou r  ma r ke t  w i t h  a  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  h ave  open -
m i nded  and  c ompe t en t  wo r ke r s ,  who  a r e  ab l e  t o  adap t  t o  n ew  expe r i en ce s  
and  t o  l i f e  ab r oad ,  i f  n e eded .  Fo r  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s ,  EHEA  wou l d  i n c r ea se  t h e  
c o - ope ra t i on  and  co l l abo ra t i on  be tween  t h e  H ighe r  E du ca t i on  I n s t i t u t i on s  
and  i n c r ea se  t h e  numbe r  o f  e x change s  o f  s t u den t s .  Qua l i t y  o f  edu ca t i on  i s  
a l s o  e xpe c t ed  t o  be  imp roved ,  wh i ch  wou l d  i n c r e a se  t h e  a t t r a c t i ve ne s s  o f  
d i f f e r en t  un i ve r s i t i e s  and  s t udy  p r og rammes .  Fo r  t he  s t u den t s ,  t h e  bene f i t s  
wou l d  i n c l u de  more  expe r i e n ce  and  imp roved  qua l i f i c a t i on s ,  enhan ced  
l a nguage  s k i l l s ,  mo r e  po s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  mob i l i t y,  f u r t h e r  r e c ogn i t i on  o f  t h e  
s k i l l s ,  po s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  f i n d  t h e  de s i r ed  j ob  i n  t h e  j ob  ma r ke t .  
 
Th e  n ega t i v e  po i n t s  o f  t h e  EHEA  f r om  s t uden t s ’  p o i n t  o f  v i ew  wou l d  i n c l u de  
t he  po s s i b i l i t y  f o r  b r a i n  d ra i n  and  i t s  e f f e c t  t o  t h e  e conomy  o f  t h e  c oun t r y.  
One  o f  t h e  c h a l l e nge s  o f  EHEA  wou l d  a l s o  be  t e a c h i n g  a  c ommon  l anguage  t o  
u se  i n s i d e  EHEA ,  s i n c e  Eu ropean  c oun t r i e s  have  d i f f e r en t  l anguage s  and  
f o r e i gn  l a nguage  s k i l l s  d i f f e r  a  l o t  f r om  coun t r y  t o  c oun t r y.  
 
Th e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  c ompa rab l e  deg ree s  and  new  s t u dy  c yc l e s  i n  d i f f e r en t  
un i ve r s i t i e s  h a s  gene ra t ed  d i f f e r en t  op i n i on s  among  s t uden t s .  Some  peop l e  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  new  s y s t em  i s  p r e f e rab l e ,  b e cau s e  i t  g i v e s  mo re  oppo r t un i t i e s  
f o r  t h e  l a bou r  mar ke t ,  s i n c e  i n  many  un i ve r s i t i e s  t h e  f i r s t  c y c l e  i s  s h o r t e r  
and  wou l d  g i v e  a  bene f i t  f o r  t h e  s t u den t s  who  h ave  t o  s t u dy  and  wo r k  a t  t h e  
s ame  t ime  ( e . g .  s t uden t s  i n  Ru s s i an  Fede ra t i on ,  Uk ra i n e ) .  Howeve r,  f o r  s ome  
s t uden t s  t h e  new  c yc l e  s y s t em  wou l d  r e su l t  t o  a  l o nge r  s t u dy  pe r i od  s i n c e  i n  
many  un i ve r s i t i e s  t h e  f i r s t  d i p l oma  w i l l  b e  i s s u ed  a f t e r  t h e  s e cond  c yc l e  and  
no t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  on e .  Fo r  e xamp l e  i n  a  s y s t em  w i t h  3+2  ( Po l and )  o r  w i t h  
1+2+2  ( F ran ce )  t h i s  c ou l d  mean  1  y ea r  o f  e x t r a  s t u d i e s  be fo r e  ge t t i n g  a  
d i p l oma ,  when  c ompa red  t o  t h e  o l d  s y s t em  4+2 .  Neve r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  s t u den t s  
ag r eed  t h a t  t h e  qua l i f i c a t i on  o f  s t u den t s ,  a f t e r  pa s s i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c ompu l s o r y  
2  c y c l e s ,  w i l l  b e  de f i n i t e l y  h i gh e r,  s i n ce  w i t h  t h e  o l d  s y s t em  no t  many  o f  t h e  
s t uden t s  c on t i nu ed  t he i r  s t ud i e s  i n  t he  Mas t e r  p r og ramme .   Some  s t u den t s  
a l s o  po i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  n ow  i n  s ome  un i v e r s i t i e s  i t  c an  be  mo re  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
s t ud y  a  s e cond  mas t e r  deg r ee  i n  ano the r  d i s c i p l i n e  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  two  c yc l e s  
c an  be  d e t a ched  t oge t he r  i n  a  g r ea t  e x t en t  and  app l y i n g  f o r  ano th e r  mas t e r  
d eg r ee  may  r e qu i r e  fo r  e x amp l e  3  y ea r s  o f  s t ud i e s  i n s t e ad  o f  2 .   
 
Th e  impo r t an ce  o f  D i p l oma  Supp l emen t  f o r  s t u den t s  was  a l s o  d i s cu s sed  i n  
t h e  s e s s i on .  Ve r y  f ew  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  h ave  a l r eady  r e c e i ve d  t h e  
documen t .  I n  gene ra l  many  o f  t h em  f i n d  t h e  pape r  u se fu l  and  impo r t an t  f o r  
ge t t i n g  r e cogn i t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  qu a l i f i c a t i on s  and  i t  i s  n eeded  fo r  app l y i n g  t o  
f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  o r  f o r  an  i n t e r n a t i on a l  j ob .  Howeve r  s ome  s t u den t s  sa i d  t h a t  
t h i s  do cumen t  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  t h em  any  bene f i t s  b e cau se  many  compan i e s  w i l l  
n o t  f i n d  i t  n e ce s sa r y.  S t u den t s  a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  D ip l oma  Supp l emen t  
s h ou l d  n o t  be  u pda t ed  du r i ng  l i f e t ime  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  l i f e  l o ng  l e a r n i n g  
c on cep t .  
 
Th e  s t u den t s  a l s o  s h a r ed  op i n i on s  abou t  t h e  c r ed i t  s y s t em  u sed  i n  t h e i r  
un i ve r s i t i e s .  Some  s t u den t s  s eem  t o  have  s im i l a r  s y s t ems ,  s ome  d i f f e r en t .  
Mos t  o f  t h em  a r e  awa re  o f  t h e  n ew  c r e d i t  s y s t em  -  ECTS  -  and  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  
i s  j u s t  u se fu l  f o r  t h em ,  i f  t h ey  do  mob i l i t y  ab r oad .  Howeve r,  t h e y  adm i t  t h a t  
f o r  many  o f  t h em  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  p r ob l ems  w i t h  r e cogn i t i o n  o f  t h e  c ou r s e s  
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t h e y  h ave  t a ken  ab r oad .  I n  s ome  c a se s  t h e  r e c e i v ed  c r ed i t s  may  n o t  b e  
r e cogn i z ed  a t  a l l  ( e . g .  i n  Uk ra i n e )  and  i n  s ome  c a se s  t h e  s t u den t s  have  
r e cogn i t i o n  on l y  f o r  s ome  o f  t h e  c ou r s e s  t h ey  h ave  t a ken  ab road  ( e . g .  i n  
S l oven i a ) .  Mo reove r,  s ome t imes  t h e  s t u den t s  h ave  t o  t a ke  ex t ra  e xams  a t  
t h e i r  h ome  un i v e r s i t i e s  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  f r om  t he i r  s t u d i e s  ab r oad .   
 
E ven  t h ough  t he  c on cep t  beh i n d  t h e  c r ed i t  s y s t em  i s  qu i t e  f i x ed ,  t h e re  s eem 
t o  be  b i g  d i f f e r en ce s  be tween  d i f f e r en t  c ou r s e s  i n  t e rms  o f  h ow  much  t h e  
s t uden t s  h ave  t o  wo r k  f o r  ge t t i n g  pa s sed .  The  pa r t i c i p an t s  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
c r ed i t  s y s t em  shou l d  be  measu rab l e  and  i t  s h ou l d  measu r e  on l y  t h e  wo r k  
done  a t  s c hoo l  l i k e  h ou r s  o f  l e c t u r e s  and  p ra c t i c a l  wo r k .  The  wo r k  done  a t  
h ome  shou l d  n o  be  i n c l u ded  s i n c e  i t  i s  v e r y  h a r d  t o  e va l u a t e  i t .  
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3. Discussion day 2: “Implementation of the Bologna 
Process: Challenges in the countries that sign the 
declaration later in time” 

3.1 Introduction 
 
Th e  goa l  o f  t h e  BP  i s  p r e c i s e  and  unde r s t andab l e :  t o  s e t  u p  a  Eu ropean  
spa ce  f o r  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i on .  Howeve r,  t h e  mean s  t o  r e a ch  t h i s  g oa l  a r e  n o t  
c l e a r l y  d e f i n ed .  The  c on t en t  o f  t h e  de c l a ra t i on  i t s e l f  r ema i n s  r a t h e r  vague  
and  t he  sugge s t i on s  a r e  t h e r e fo r e  i n t e r p r e t ed  ve r y  b r oad l y.  T he r e  i s  a  
c a l enda r  ag r eed  upon  t h a t  h a s  a  po t e n t i a l  t o  be  fo l l owed ,  n e ve r t h e l e s s  t h e  
p r o ce s s  i t s e l f  d oe s  n o t  r e a l l y  s eem  t o  f i t  i n  a  t ime f rame .  The  imp l emen t a t i o n  
i s  u p  t o  e a ch  c oun t r y  and  t h e  app roa che s  c an  be  d i ve r s e  due  t o  d i f f e r en t  
r e a son s  ( e . g .  d i f f e r en t  s t a r t i n g  po i n t s  and  t imes ,  d i f f e r en t  p r i o r i t i e s  and  
i n vo l vemen t ) .   
 
I n  gene ra l  s ome  s t a t e s  t a ke  t h e  B o l ogna  r e f o rms  mo re  s e r i o u s l y  t h an  o t h e r s  
and  a r e  l e ad i n g  t he  imp l emen t a t i on  p r o ce s s .  Howeve r,  o t he r s  h ave  s t i l l  many  
ch a l l e nge s  t o  o ve r come  i n  o r de r  t o  r e a ch  t h e  goa l .   Th e  a im  o f  t h i s  
d i s cu s s i on  day  was  t o  d i s cu s s  abou t  t he se  ch a l l e nge s  f r om  a  s t u den t  po i n t  
o f  v i ew.   
 
F i r s t  t h e  s t u den t s  b ra i n s t o rmed  and  d i s c u s sed  abou t  t h e  gene ra l  ch a l l e nge s  
t h e y  c ou l d  t h i n k  o f  when  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  p r o ce s s .  The  
d i s cu s s i on  c on t i nu ed  w i t h  t h e  t op i c s  o f  qu a l i t y  a s su ran ce  pe r i od s  and  ended  
w i t h  an a l y s i n g  r e cogn i t i o n  o f  deg r e e s  and  s t u dy  pe r i od s .  
 

3.2 Outcomes from the discussion session 
 
The  d i s cu s s i on  s t a r t e d  w i t h  b ra i n s t o rm ing  on  gene ra l  c h a l l e nge s  o f  
imp l emen t i n g  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s .  Fo r  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  t h e  
b i gge s t  i s s u e  s e emed  t o  be  t h e  l a c k  o f  s t u den t  i nvo l v emen t  i n  t h e  
imp l emen t a t i on  p r o ce s s .  O t h e r  i s s u e s  c on ce rn  t h e  i n vo l vemen t  o f  t e a che r s ,  
t h e  r e cogn i t i on  o f  c ou r s e s ,  and  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  p eop l e  t o  unde r s t and  and  
t o  app l y  t h e  ch ange s .  F i n an c i a l  i s s u e s  and  t ime  p r ob l ems  we r e  a l s o  
men t i on ed  a s  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c an  s l ow  down  t he  BP.  Fo r  t h o se  c oun t r i e s  whe re  
t he  imp l emen t a t i on  t ime  i s  much  sho r t e r,  t h e  s t u den t s  p ropo sed  t h e  me thod  
o f  l e a r n i ng  f r om  o th e r s ’  e x amp l e ,  whe r e  un i v e r s i t i e s  c ou l d  c oope ra t e  and  
sh a r e  t he i r  e x pe r i en ce s  fo r  a  s u c ce s s fu l  and  f a s t  imp l emen ta t i on  o f  B P.   
 
When  d i s c u s s i n g  f u r t h e r  on  t h e  ch a l l e nge s  f o r  t h e  c oun t r i e s  t h a t  j o i n ed  
l a t e r,  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  i d en t i f i e d ,  b a sed  on  t he i r  own  e xpe r i en ce ,  s ome  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  t h e i r  un i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  en coun t e r i ng :  

•  Di f f e r en t  s t a r t in g  p o i n ts :  s ome  coun t r i e s  h ad  a l r e ady  a  two  c yc l e  
s y s t em  o r  a c c r ed i t a t i o n  s y s t em  ( e . g .  Au s t r i a ,  F ran ce )  wh i l e  o t he r s  
d i dn ’ t  h ave  any  ( e . g .  B o sn i a  He r zegov i n a ,  Se r b i a ,  Macedon i a ) ;  

•  Di f f e r en t  s t a r t i n g  t im e s :  t h e  c oun t r i e s  t h a t  s i gn ed  t h e  de c l a ra t i on  
i n  2003  / 2005  a r e  n o t  r ea l l y  advanced  w i t h  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  
(C r oa t i a ,  S e r b i a ) ;  

•  Di f f e r en t  p r i o r i t i e s :  BP  i s  unde r s t ood  a s  a  pa c kage  o f  r e fo rms  bu t  
s ome  coun t r i e s  t end  t o  imp l emen t  on l y  s ome  a c t i on  l i n e s  p r ope r l y  
wh i l e  neg l e c t i n g  o t he r s  ( e . g .  t h e r e  a r e  p r ob l ems  w i t h  i n t e rd i s c i p l i n a r y  
and  f l e x i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  deg r ee  s y s t em  i n  S l oven i a ,  n o  qua l i t y  
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a s su ran ce  s y s t em  and  no  s t u den t  r ep r e sen t a t i on  i n  Roman i a ,  no  
s t u den t s  i n vo l vemen t  i n  qua l i t y  a s su ran ce  i n  Po l and ) ;  

•  D i f f e r en t  i n v o l v em e n t :  coun t r i e s  t end  t o  c on s i d e r  t h e  r e f o rms  t h a t  
t h e y  h ave  made  t o  be  s u f f i c i e n t  bu t  a  c l o s e r  l o o k  wo u l d  r e vea l  
s u pe r f i c i a l  imp l emen t a t i on  and  l o t s  o f  s pa ce  f o r  imp rovemen t s  ( e . g .  
a l l  s i gn a t o r y  c oun t r i e s  c l a im  t h a t  ECTS  i s  we l l  imp l emen t ed  bu t  a  
c l o s e r  l o o k  and  pa r t i c i p an t s ’  i n pu t  r e vea l s  imp rope r  p r a c t i c e ) .  

 
I n  gene ra l  un i v e r s i t i e s  s eem t o  c on s i d e r  t h e  imp l emen t a t i on  o f  B P  a s  j u s t  
f u l f i l l i n g  s ome  a c t i on  l i n e s  i n s t ead  o f  t r e a t i n g  i t  a s  a  s e t  o f  r e f o rms  f o r  
c r e a t i n g  a  Eu r opean  Spa ce  f o r  H i ghe r  E du ca t i on .   
 
The  s t u den t s  e xp re s s ed  a l s o  t h e i r  op i n i on  r e ga rd i n g  t he  s i t u a t i on  o f  t h e  
imp l emen ta t i on  o f  t h e  t h r ee  c y c l e  s y s t em  and  f o l l ow i n g  j u dgemen t  wa s  
g i ven :   

•  S l ov ak ia :  t h e  i n t r odu c t i on  o f  t h e  t h r ee  c y c l e  s y s t em  was  mos t l y  do ne  
by  t r an s fe r r i n g  t he  o l d  t y pe s  o f  d eg r e e s  i n t o  t h e  new  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h ou t  chang i n g  t h e  l e ng th  o r  c on t en t ;  

•  Spa in :  a  Ma s t e r  o f  S c i e n ce  deg r ee  i s  n ow  be com i ng  t h e  m in imum 
qua l i f i c a t i o n  n eeded  f o r  a  p r o fe s s i on a l  eng i n ee r,  r a t h e r  t h an  a  
B a che l o r  o f  S c i en ce  deg r ee  and  p r o fe s s i on a l  b od i e s  c an  r equ i r e  r e -
e va l u a t i on  a s  t h e  qua l i f i c a t i o n s  ch ange .  Due  t o  l e s s  s ub j e c t s  i n  t h e  
s t u dy  p l an  new  eng i n e e r s  a r e  pe r c e i v ed  a s  “ l e s s  qua l i f i e d ”  b y  t he  
c ompan i e s  who  w i l l  p r e f e r  emp l o yee s  f r om  t h e  o l d e r  gene ra t i on ;  

•  T u r k e y :  a  p ra c t i c e  o f  s imp l e  r e - l a be l l i n g  and  n o t  s ub s t an t i a l  
r e c on s t r u c t i on  o f  t h e  o l d  s t u dy  p r og rammes  o c cu r s ,  r e su l t i n g  
s quee z i n g  t h e  sub j e c t s  f r om  5  y ea r s  i n t o  4  y ea r s  w i t h  l e s s  p ra c t i c a l  
l e a r n i n g ;  

•  E s t o n ia :  The  deg r ee  c y c l e  c hanged  i t s  l e ng th  f r om  4  +  2  t o  3  +  2 .  I n  
t he  beg i nn i n g  t h e  wo r k l o ad  and  t he  cu r r i c u l a  was  ove r c r owded  bu t  
n ow  be i n g  r ede s i gn ed ;  

•  U k r a i n e :   No  r e fo rms  done  ye t ;  
•  Au st r ia :  More  s pe c i f i c  a pp r oa ch ,  s t u den t s  know  be t t e r  wha t  t h ey  h ave  

t o  do  i n  o r de r  t o  c omp l e t e  t h e i r  e du ca t i on .  The  p r o cedu r e s  t o  move  
i n s i d e  t h e  e du ca t i ona l  s y s t em  a r e  mo re  t r an spa r en t ;  

•  R u s s i a n  F ed er a t io n :  The  l a bou r  ma r ke t  h a s  n o  awa r ene s s  abou t  t h e  
n ew  deg r ee  s t r u c t u r e  and  p r ob l ems  w i t h  t he  a c cep t an ce  o f  t h e  
g radua t e s  w i t h  n ew  deg r e e s  c an  o c cu r ;  

•  Po l an d :  D i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  r ea l l y  s t uden t  o r i en t ed  s t u dy  
p r og rammes  o c cu r  ( e . g .  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  mo t i va t e  s t u den t s  and  
t he  p r og rammes  a r e  n o t  o r i en t ed  t o  l e a r n i n g  ou t comes ) ;  

•  R o m an i a :  D i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s e t t i n g  up  s t u den t  o r i e n t e d  s t u dy  
p r og rammes  ( d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  mo t i va t e  s t u den t s ,  t h e  p r og rammes  a r e  
n o t  o r i en t ed  t o  l e a r n i n g  ou t comes ) ;  

 
On  the  who l e ,  due  t o  un c l e a r  p r o cedu re s  and  bu reau c ra c y,  t h e  s t u den t s  f e e l  
an  i n c r e a se  o f  t r an s i t i o n a l  p r ob l ems  b e tween  d i f f e r en t  c y c l e s  and  t he  s t u dy  
s t r u c t u r e  t o  be  mo re  r i g i d  i n s t e ad  o f  mo re  f l e x i b l e .  
 
Th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  a l s o  ag r e ed  t h a t  s t u den t s ’  i n vo l vemen t  i n  r e s t r u c tu r i ng  t he  
cu r r i c u l a  i n  t he i r  un i ve r s i t i e s  i s  l e s s  t h an  i t  s hou l d  b e .  I n  s ome  coun t r i e s  
( e . g .  Au s t r i a ,  F ran ce ,  E s t on i a ,  Spa i n )  s t u den t s  h ave  r ep r e sen t a t i v e s  i n  
d i f f e r en t  c omm i t t e e s  and  bod i e s  i n  t h e  un i ve r s i t y,  bu t  s t i l l  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  
de c i s i on  mak i n g  i s  r a t h e r  l ow.  I n  o t h e r  c oun t r i e s  ( e . g .  Uk ra i n e ,  Ru s s i an  
Fede ra t i on )  t h e r e  i s  n o  s t u den t  r e p re s en t a t i on  i n  c omm i t t e e s  o f  t h e  
un i ve r s i t y  and  t h e r e fo r e  n o  r o l e  i n  de c i d i n g  t h e  cu r r i c u l a .    
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As  a  gene ra l  imp re s s i on  o f  s t u den t s ,  t h e  depa r tmen t s  s eem t o  de c i d e  on  t he  
cu r r i c u l a  mo re  i n  t h e  depa r tmen t  mee t i n g s ,  b eh i n d  t h e  “ c l o s ed  doo r s ”  f o r  
s t uden t s .  On  t he  o t he r  h and  t he  s t uden t s  adm i t t ed  t h a t  t e a che r s  h ave  
c e r t a i n l y  mo re  know l edge  i n  t h e  ma t t e r  o f  d e c i d i n g  ove r  t h e  cu r r i c u l um due  
t o  t h e i r  be t t e r  ove r v i ew  o f  t h e  s ub j e c t .  S t u den t s ’  v o i c e  s h ou l d  be  h ea rd  bu t  
c on s i d e r i ng  s t u den t s ’  l a c k  o f  e x pe r i en ce  and  i n fo rma t i on  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i on s  
s h ou l d  be  made  by  t e a che r s .   
 
Q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  
 
One  o f  t h e  mos t  impo r t an t  a spe c t s  o f  BP  -  qua l i t y  a s s u ran ce  (QA )  was  a l s o  
d i s cu s sed  du r i n g  t h e  d i s cu s s i on  s e s s i on .  Howeve r,  s t u den t s  adm i t t e d  t h e i r  
l i t t l e  e x pe r i en ce  and  l a c k  o f  awa r ene s s  on  t h i s  i s s u e .  De sp i t e  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  
e x pe r i en ce  and  au th o r i t y  i n  t h e  ma t t e r,  t h ey  s t r ong l y  po i n t ed  ou t  t h a t  
s t uden t s  s h ou l d  be  ab l e  t o  c h ange  t he  t e a che r s  t h a t  don ’ t  c omp le t e  t h e i r  
j ob .  
 
Su r vey i n g  among  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  abou t  t h e  qua l i t y  a s su ran ce  s y s t em  i n  
t he i r  un i ve r s i t i e s  and  s t u den t s  r o l e  i n  i t ,  f o l l ow i n g  r e sponds  we r e  g i ven :  

•  R o m an i a ,  U k r a i n e  :  n o  qua l i t y  a s su ran ce  s y s t em o r  QA  i n s t i t u t i on  i s  
kn own  among  s t u den t s ;  

•  Por t uga l :  t h e r e  a r e  s ome  o rgan i z a t i on s  dea l i n g  w i t h  qua l i t y  
a s su ran ce ,  bu t  s t u den t s  a r e  no t  awa r e  o f  t h em;  

•  Spa in :  b a sed  on  a  s u r vey  among  s t u den t s  made  i n  t h e  beg i nn i ng  o f  
e a ch  s emes t e r,  t e a che r s  a r e  a s s e s s ed  a nd  c an  be  l e s s /mo re  pa i d  i n  t h e  
r e su l t s  a r e  nega t i ve / po s i t i v e .  

•  E s t o n ia :   a  l e t t e r  i s  s en t  t o  e a ch  s t u den t ’s  h ome  a s k i n g  fo r  a  
c omp l e t e  e va l u a t i on  ( s t u dy  p rog ram ,  t ea che r s ) .  The  e va l u a t i on  i s  v e r y  
s e r i ou s  and  a l s o  t a ken  i n t o  a c coun t .  

•  Au st r ia :   an  e va l u a t i on  i s  done  by  s t u den t s  f o r  e ach  cou r s e  
 
The  r o l e  o f  t h e  un i v e r s i t y  and  compan i e s  i n  t h e  fo rma t i o n  p r o c e s s  o f  an  
eng in ee r  wa s  d i s c u s sed  and  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  ag r eed  t h a t  B P  i s  v e r y  
impo r t an t  f o r  c omp an i e s .  Ha rmon i z a t i on  o f  d eg r ee s  i n  a l l  o ve r  Eu r ope  wou l d  
make  t h e  r e c r u i tmen t  p r o ce s s  e a s i e r  and  a l s o  r a i s e  awa rene s s  o f  t h e  s k i l l s  
and  know ledge  o f  t h e i r  fu t u r e  emp l oyee s .  
 
Some  so l u t i o n s  p ropo sed  b y  s t uden t s  fo r  a  be t t e r  QA  o f  t h e  edu ca t i on a l  
s y s t em  we re :  

•  Ac tu a l  s t u den t  i n vo l vemen t  i n  a l l  l e v e l s  and  a l l  s t e p s  o f  Qua l i t y  
A s s u ran ce  

•  Pub l i s h i n g  a l l  r e su l t s  c on ce r n i n g  qua l i t y  a s s u ran ce  and  ex t e r n a l  
e va l u a t i on  –  pub l i c  r epo r t s   

•  Fo l l ow  up  and  c on sequen ce s  o f  e va l u a t i on s  s hou l d  be  c l e a r e r.  
 
 
St u d e n t  m o b i l i t y ,  re c o g n i t i o n  o f  d e g r e e s  a n d  s t u d y  p e r i o d s  
 
One  o f  t h e  a ims  o f  t h e  Bo l ogna  P r o ce s s  i s  t o  e n ab l e  and  i n c r e a se  t h e  
mob i l i t y  o f  s t uden t s .  S t i l l ,  t h e  ma i n  a cadem i c  ob s t a c l e  s eems  t o  b e  
r e cogn i t i o n  o f  d eg r ee s  and  s t udy  pe r i od s .   
 
Th e  ma in  r e a son  fo r  t h i s  p r ob l em  was  c on s i d e r e d  t o  be  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  
cu r r en t  r e l a t i o n sh i p s  be tween  un i v e r s i t i e s  and  t he  t r u s t  i s s u e .  A s  d i f f e r en t  
c oun t r i e s  h ave  d i f f e r en t  s t u dy  me thods  and  d i f f e r en t  e va l ua t i on  s y s t ems  i t  
c an  be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ga i n  t r u s t  among  un i v e r s i t i e s  con s i d e r i n g  each  o th e r s ’  
p r og r ammes ,  s y s t ems  and  o r gan i z a t i on .  Mo reove r,  du e  t o  t h e  d i f f e r en t  
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imp l emen ta t i on  o f  ECTS  c r ed i t  s y s t em  i n  d i f f e r e n t  un i ve r s i t i e s  ( e . g .  d i f f e r en t  
way  o f  measu remen t  o f  s t u den t s ’  wo r k l oad )  f u r t h e r  p r ob l ems  w i t h  
r e cogn i t i o n  c an  o c cu r.   
 
Th e  s t u den t s  a l s o  b r ough t  up  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  cu r r en t l y  i n  many  un i ve r s i t i e s  
t h e re  a r e  t oo  l i t t l e ,  i n  s ome  c a se s  e ven  n one  r e sea r ch  po s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  and  se cond  c y c l e  o f  t h e i r  s t u dy  pe r i od .   
 
Th e  o t h e r  c h a l l e nges  po i n t ed  ou t  r e ga rd i n g  t h e  BP  con ce rn  p ra c t i c a l  i s s u e s  
o f  s t u den t  mob i l i t y.  A c co r d i ng  t o  s t u den t s ’  o p i n i on  s cho l a r sh i p s  g ran t ed  b y  
t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s  f o r  go i n g  ab r oad  a r e  no t  v e r y  h i gh  and  i n  s ome  coun t r i e s  
r e l a t i v e l y  f ew  peop l e  c an  a f fo r d  t o  g o  and  s t u dy  ab r oad .  P rov i d i n g  s t u den t ’s  
a f fo r dab l e  a c commoda t i on  and  a l s o  i n c r ea s i n g  t h e  numbe r  o f  g ran t s / l o an s  
f o r  t h em  wou l d  h e l p  t o  imp rove  t h i s  i s s u e .  
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4. Discussion day 3: “Attractiveness of the Bologna 
Process” 

4.1 Introduction 
 
A c co r d i n g  t o  t h e  Bo l ogna  Dec l a ra t i on  t h e  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i on  A r e a  
shou l d  be  s e en  a s  a  pa r t n e r  o f  h i gh e r  e du ca t i on  s y s t ems  i n  o t he r  r eg i on s  o f  
t h e  wo r l d .  I t  s h ou l d  s t imu l a t e  ba l an ced  s t u den t  and  s t a f f  e x change  and  
c oope ra t i o n  be tween  h i gh e r  e du ca t i on  i n s t i t u t i on s .   
 
I t  i s  b e l i e ved  t h a t  imp l emen t i n g  t h e  Dec l a ra t i on  e ve r ywhe re  i n  Eu r ope  wou l d  
h e l p  t o  i n c r e a se  t he  g l oba l  a t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  un i ve r s i t i e s  and  i n s t i t u t i on s  i n  
Eu r ope .  Howeve r,  i t  h a s  been  a l s o  u nde r l i n ed  t h a t  s t r u c t u ra l  r e fo rms  a l o n e  
a r e  n o t  enough  fo r  t h e  con t i n en t ’s  amb i t i o n s  t o  be come  a  wo r l dw i de  
r e f e r en ce  i n  h i gh e r  e du ca t i on .  How  t o  a s su r e  p r e s en ce  and  c omm i tmen t  o f  
h i gh - qua l i t y  t e a che r s  and  r e s e a r ch e r s  and  how  t o  dea l  w i t h  t h e  b ra i n  d ra i n  
a r e  s ome  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  t h e  i n vo l ved  s t a t e s  mu s t  c on s i d e r.  The  a im  o f  
t h i s  d i s cu s s i on  day  was  t o  d i s cu s s  abou t  t h e se  i s s u e s  and  ana l y s e  h ow  t he  
a t t r a c t i vene s s  o f  t h e  c ommon  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  E du ca t i on  A re a  c an  be  
r e a ched .   
 

4.2 Outcomes from the discussion session 
 
Th e  ou t comes  f r om  a  sho r t  b ra i n s t o rm ing  ove r  t h e  de f i n i t i o n  o f  
a t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i o n  A r e a  r evea l ed  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  
keywo rd s :  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  s t u dy  ab r oad  and  t o  make  compa r i s on s  be tween  
edu ca t i ona l  s y s t ems ,  l i f e  s t y l e s ,  po s s i b i l i t y  t o  h ave  i n t e r n sh i p s  and  wo r k  
ab r oad ,  h i gh  qua l i t y  p r og rams ,  a c ce s s i b i l i t y,  mob i l i t y,  s h a r i n g  e xpe r i en ce ,  
mee t i n g  f o r e i gn  peop l e ,  c ommun i c a t i on ,  c h a l l e nge s  and  oppo r t un i t i e s .  
 
Th e  mos t  impo r t an t  a spe c t s  f o r  s t u den t s  r e ga r d i ng  t h e  a t t ra c t i v ene s s  o f  t h e  
edu ca t i ona l  s y s t em  a r e  t he  qua l i t y  o f  t e a ch i n g ,  t h e  qua l i t y  o f  s t uden t s ,  
mob i l i t y  and  un i ve r s a l  r e cogn i t i o n  o f  s t u d i e s .  O th e r  r e l e van t  i s s u e s  
men t i on ed  a r e  h i gh  qua l i t y  o f  t h e  cu r r i c u l a ,  c oope ra t i on  be tween  
un i ve r s i t i e s  and  good  fa c i l i t i e s  i n  un i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  p ra c t i c a l  wo r k .  
 
Th e  e xpe r t s  a t t e nd i n g  t h e  s e s s i on  b r ough t  u p  a  n ew  i d e a  f o r  s t u den t s  t o  
deba t e  on :  “The  un i ve r s i t i e s  and  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i on  bod i e s  s h ou l d  f o c u s  mo re  
on  a  s i n g l e  s pe c i a l i s a t i on  a r ea  i n  o r de r  t o  i n c r ea se  t h e  c ompe t i t i v ene s s  l e ve l  
among  un i ve r s i t i e s .  The  EU  wou l d  p r ov i d e  s uppo r t  t o  t h e se  H i ghe r  
Educa t i ona l  Cen t r e s  i n  o r de r  t o  bu i l d  a  s t r ong  c ompe t en ce  i n  a  s e l e c t e d  
a r ea .”  
 
A c co r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t u den t s ’  f e edback  on  t h i s  i d ea ,  c r e a t i n g  s pe c i a l i s e d  
c en t r e s  i s  n o t  n eeded  and  a l s o  n o t  a  s o l u t i on  fo r  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t r a c t i v ene s s  
o f  EHEA .  The  s t u den t s  f ound  i t  t o  be  un favou rab l e  due  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  f l e x i b i l i t y  
and  a l s o  v e r y  o f t en  s t u den t s  don ’ t  know  a t  t h e  beg i nn i ng  wh i ch  f i e l d  t h ey  
wou l d  choo se  and  whe re  t h ey  wou l d  l i k e  t o  s t u d y.  I n  gene ra l ,  t h e r e  a r e  
many  fa c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u en ce  t h e i r  de c i s i on  t o  go  t o  s t u dy  ab r oad  and  many  o f  
t h o se  r e a son s  a r e  o t h e r  t h an  edu ca t i o n a l .  Th e  ma i n  t h i n g s  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  
s t uden t s  a r e  t h e  coun t r y,  t h e  l a nguage  ( Eng l i sh  i s  p r e fe r r ed )  and  t he  h i gh  
l e ve l  o f  t e a ch i n g .  Among  o t h e r  r e a son s  t h ey  named  behav i ou r  and  d i ve r s i t y  
o f  p eop l e ,  d i f f e r en t  l i f e  s t y l e s ,  r epu t a t i on  and  p r omo t i on .   
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Howeve r,  i t  was  men t i oned  t h a t  h ome  un i ve r s i t i e s  d o  n o t  p r epa r e  s t u den t s  
enough  f o r  t h e  ch a l l e nge s  t h ey  m i gh t  en coun t e r  ab r oad  and  imp rovemen t s  
s h ou l d  b e  done  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  The  ma i n  c on ce rn s  a r e  r e l a t ed  t o  l anguage  
s k i l l s .   
 
Th e  s t u den t s  ag r e ed  t h a t  t h e  a t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  t h e  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  
E duca t i on  A r ea  c an  be  be s t  a ch i e ved  by  de ve l op i n g  an  i n t e r n a t i on a l  n e two r k  
o f  c o - ope ra t i on  w i t h  va r i ou s  pa r t n e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r ound  t he  g l obe .  
E x chang i ng  t e a che r s  and  r e s ea r che r s  wou l d  he l p  t o  e s t ab l i s h  t h i s  c o -
ope ra t i o n .  T he  qua l i t y  o f  c ou r s e s  and  t e a ch i ng ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and  t he  
r e s ou r c e s  we re  c on s i d e r ed  t o  be  e qua l l y  impo r t an t  a sp e c t s .  Howeve r  o n  t h e  
s ame  t ime  i t  i s  a l s o  impo r t an t  t h a t  t h e  un i ve r s i t i e s  wou l d  p r omo t e  
t h emse l ve s .  C r ea t i n g  a  good  image  o f  e du ca t i on  i n  Eu r ope  and  p r omo t i n g  i t  
v i a  med i a  i s  e s s en t i a l .  One  p r e sen t ed  i de a  wa s  t h a t  t h e  peop l e  who  wo r k  on  
t he  i s su e  o f  a t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  EHEA  shou l d  make  a  r e sea r ch  on  t h e  
edu ca t i ona l  s y s t ems  i n  un i ve r s i t i e s  ou t s i d e  Eu rope  and  l e a r n  f r om  o t h e r  
c oun t r i e s  p ra c t i c e  ( e . g .  Ame r i c an  un i ve r s i t i e s  h ave  a  v e r y  s t r ong  image  t h a t  
a t t r a c t s  s t u den t s  f r om  a r ound  t he  g l obe ) .   
 
When  d i s cu s s i n g  on  t he  i s s u e  o f  how  t o  p r omo te  Eu ropean  Un i ve r s i t i e s  t h e r e  
we re  many  i d ea s  b rough t  up .  I t  wou l d  be  good  t o  p r ov i d e  mo re  s cho l a r sh i p s  
o r  o t h e r  bene f i t s  f o r  s t u den t s  f o r  s t u d y i n g  ab r oad .  Tha t  wou l d  a t t r a c t  
f o r e i gn  peop l e ,  e spe c i a l l y  p eop l e  f r om  deve l op i ng  c oun t r i e s  ou t s i d e  Eu r ope .  
A s  an  e x amp l e  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  men t i oned  t he  c a se  o f  Ge rmany  who  o f f e r s  
s cho l a r sh i p s  t o  Ch i ne se  peop l e ,  t h e  ca se  o f  Sweden  whe r e  e du ca t i on  i s  f r e e ,  
a nd  t h e  c a se  o f  Po r t u ga l  whe r e  on l y  f o r e i gn  s t u den t s  do  n o t  pay  f e e s .  
Ano th e r  e x amp l e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i on a l  c o - ope ra t i on  n owaday s  i s  t h e  E ra smus  
Mundu s  p rog ram ,  wh i ch  i s  a  s c ho l a r sh i p  p r og ramme  fo r  s t u den t s  f r om  t h i r d  
c oun t r i e s .  Th i s  p r og ram  a ims  t o  e nhan ce  qua l i t y  i n  Eu r opean  h i gh e r  
edu ca t i on  and  t o  p r omo t e  i n t e r cu l t u ra l  u nde r s t and in g  t h rough  c o - ope ra t i on  
w i t h  t h i r d  c oun t r i e s .  
 
S o c i a l  d imen s i on  wa s  a l s o  c on s i d e r ed  t o  be  impo r t an t  f a c t o r  when  p r omo t i n g  
EHEA .  The  c oun t r i e s  pa r t  o f  t h e  BP  h a s  t o  en su r e  good  c ond i t i on s  and  
suppo r t  f o r  f o r e i gn  s t u den t s  i n  o r de r  t o  c onv i n c e  t h em t o  c ome  t o  s t u dy  i n  
t h e i r  un i ve r s i t i e s .   
 
When  d i s cu s s i n g  abou t  h ow  t o  r e a ch  a t t r a c t i vene s s  i n  f r on t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  
s t a keho l de r s  –  c ompan i e s ,  t h e  s t u den t s  ag r e ed  t ha t  s e t t i ng  u p  a  
h omogeneou s  and  ha rmon i s ed  edu ca t i on a l  s y s t em  and  p r ov i d i n g  a  un i ve r s a l  
gu a ran t ee  fo r  qu a l i f i c a t i on s  wou l d  make  t h e  r e c r u i tmen t  p r o c e s s  f o r  
c ompan i e s  much  ea s i e r.  The r e fo r e  t h e  a t t r a c t i v ene s s  o f  EHEA  t owa rd s  
c ompan i e s  wou l d  a l s o  be  i n c r ea sed .   
 
C o n c e rns  o f  th e  a t t rac t i ve ne ss  o f  B P   
 
Th e  s t u den t s  ag r eed  t h a t  a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  t h e  BP  r ema r kab l e  c h ange s  and  
t r an s fo rma t i on s  h ave  t a ken  p l a c e  i n s i d e  Eu ropean  edu ca t i on a l  f i e l d .  
Howeve r,  t h e  que s t i on  i s  i f  t h o se  s t r u c tu ra l  r e f o rms  a r e  enough  f o r  t h e  
c on t i n en t ’s  amb i t i o n s  t o  be come  a  w o r l dw i d e  r e fe r en ce  i n  h i gh e r  edu ca t i on .  
I t  i s  b e l i e ved  t h a t  Eu rope ’s  ab i l i t y  t o  ke ep  on  a t t r a c t i n g  h i gh - qua l i t y  
t e a che r s  and  r e sea r ch e r s  i s  d ependen t  on  whe th e r  o r  n o t  i t  i s  ab l e  t o  
p r ov i d e  t h em w i t h  t h e  r e sou r c e s  and  wo r k i n g  c ond i t i on s  t h ey  need .  
 
One  impo r t an t  c on ce r n  d i s cu s sed  was  b ra i n  d ra i n .  Mak i n g  Eu r ope  one  o f  t h e  
mos t  a t t r a c t i v e  h i gh e r  edu ca t i on  a r ea s  c an  r e su l t  t o  em ig ra t i on  o f  t a l e n t e d  
s t uden t s ,  r e s ea r che r s  and  t e a ch i n g  s t a f f  i n  d e ve l op i ng  c oun t r i e s  and  
c oun t r i e s  i n  t r an s i t i o n .  I t  i s  be l i e v ed  t h a t  t h i s  c an  endange r  t h e  c r e a t i on  o f  
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a  c ohe s i ve  h i gh e r  edu ca t i on  a r e a .  I t  c an  a l s o  i n f l u en ce  t h e  e conom i c  and  
s o c i a l  d e ve l opmen t  o f  t h e  c oun t r i e s  en coun t e r i n g  b ra i n  d ra i n .   
 
Th e  e xpe r t s ’  r e sponse  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  b ra i n  d ra i n  was  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  
Eu r ope  so  much  when  t h e  em ig ra t i o n  i s  done  i n s i de  t h e  c on t i n en t .  I n  t h e  
c on t ex t  o f  an  i d e a l  Eu r opean  H i ghe r  Edu ca t i on a l  A r ea  w i t h  s pe c i a l i s ed  
c en t r e s  t he  r e s ea r ch e r s  and  s t u den t s  w i l l  move  n a t u ra l l y,  a c co rd i n g  t o  t h e i r  
d e ve l opmen t  and  n eed s .  Howeve r,  t h e  p r ob l em  can  appea r  when  r e s ea r che r s  
and  t a l en t ed  s t u den t s  go  and  wo r k  ou t s i d e  Eu r ope  (mos t l y  i n  USA )  b r i n g i ng  
t h e i r  c on t r i bu t i on  t o  t h e  c oun t r i e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  i n ve s t  any th i n g  i n  t h e i r  
e du ca t i on .   
 
A s  one  o f  t h e  s o l u t i on s  fo r  b ra i n  d ra i n  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  t h ough t  abou t  
c on t ra c t s  be tween  s t u den t s  and  un i v e r s i t i e s  wh i ch  wou l d  ob l i g e  t h e  s t u den t s  
t o  c ome  bac k  t o  t h e i r  c oun t r y,  o r  c on t ra c t s  b e tween  c ompan i e s  and  s t u den t s  
i n  o r de r  f o r  s t u den t s  t o  c omp l e t e  t h e i r  r e s ea r ch ;  s t i l l  n one  o f  t h e se  me thod s  
wou l d  be  f a i r.  The  op t ima l  s o l u t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  un i v e r s i t y  and  t h e  c oun t r y  
c r e a t e  en cou rag i n g  and  p rope r  c ond i t i on s  f o r  s t u den t s ,  t e a che r s  and  
r e s ea r che r s  s o  t h a t  t he y  wou l d  u se  t h e  po s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  s t u dy  and  wo r k  
ab r oad  on l y  t empo ra r i l y,  and  wou l d  r e t u r n  back  t o  t h e i r  h ome  coun t r i e s  
a f t e rwa rds .  
 
A  s e n s i t i v e  t op i c  d i s c u s sed  a t  t h e  end  c on ce rn ed  pa i d  o r  f r e e  e du ca t i on .  I n  
t h i s  ma t t e r  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  i d en t i f i e d  a  men t a l i t y  o f  p eop l e  who  con s i d e r  
t h a t  pay i ng  f o r  t h e  e du ca t i on  wou l d  a s su re  t h em be t t e r  edu ca t i on .  On  one  
h and  pa i d  e du ca t i on  c ou l d  i n c r e a se  qua l i t y  and  c ompe t i t i v ene s s ,  bu t  on  t h e  
o t h e r  h and  i t  wou l d  a l s o  i n t r odu ce  so c i a l  d i f f e r en ce s  and  p r ob l ems  f o r  
s t uden t s  who  wan t  t o  s t u dy  bu t  c an  n o t  a f fo r d  i t  du e  t o  f i n an c i a l  p r ob l ems .  
Howeve r,  t h e  s t u den t s  ag r eed  t h a t  h av i n g  pa i d  edu ca t i on  i s  mo r e  p rodu c t i v e ,  
goa l  o r i e n t ed  and  e f f e c t i ve .  De sp i t e  a l l  t h e s e  a rgumen t s  and  t h e  obv i ou s  
e x amp l e  o f  USA  un i ve r s i t i e s  whe r e  e du ca t i on  i s  p a i d ,  t h e  s t u den t s  men t i on ed  
abou t  s ome  p r i va t e  un i ve r s i t i e s  ( F ran ce ,  Po r t u ga l ,  and  Roman i a )  wh i ch  a r e  
wo r s e  t h an  t h e  pub l i c  on e s  de sp i t e  t h e  t u i t i o n  fe e s .  A s  a  c on c l u s i on ,  t h e  
qua l i t y  o f  e du ca t i on  i n  e a ch  coun t r y  and  un i v e r s i t y  i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r en t .  The  
s t uden t s  t h a t  wan t  t o  make  a  good  cho i c e  h ave  t o  ga t h e r  a s  much  
i n f o rma t i on  a s  po s s i b l e .  
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